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“Pleasures created around a table are for 


T 4 ® all times, all events, all countries 
and for all days. 
Dining isa focus for all our enjoyment 
and remains itself our last consolation 
when all other pleasures are lost.” 


FOR DINNER 


SOUPS 
Two select features Cup 2.95 Bowl 3.95 


BOUILLABAISSE = Fresh fish, prawns, scallops, crawfish, leeks, Yvomas, garlic, saffron bouillon, rouille 9.95 


SOLEIL - Exotic greens, romas, artichokes, cranberry herb viniagrette 5.50 (half 3.95) 
SPINACH - Apple, egg, stilton, proscuitto, warm cider dijon viniagrette 7.95 (half 5.25) 

NASI - Sambel! chicken, peppers, sun romas, herbs, white & wild rice, greens, bell pepper viniagrette 7.95 
THAI- Chili prawns, honey soy chicken, exotic greens, mandarins, pecans, sesame chili mint dressing SS (half 5.95) 
CAESAR - Romaine, herb croutons, capers, anchovies, roast garlic, sprint2 6.50 (half 4.50) 
ANTIBE —- Warm poached salmon, exotic greens, feta, bell pepper viniagrette 8.50 
PASTICHIO - Pasta, salsisccia, pesto, sun romas,peppers, herbs, c urry cream S25 


APPETIZERS AND LIGHT MEALS 
H UMMOS — Roast bell pepper, chick peas, garlic, tahini, pita 5.95 
POLENTA SOUFFLE - Spinach, stilton, herbs, bell pepper pureé, feta Fars 8, 
BAKED BRIE - Fresh fruit, pear and raspberry coulis 8.50 
THAI DUMPLINGS — Shrimp, chicken, leeks, black bean chili, orange sauce fr an Se 


DATe ; : ses 
PA LG —-WVeatlechickenliver marsala, peppercorns, pistachios, confit / D5 


FONDUE - Fontina, herbs, cream, kirsch, piccalo breads (for 2) 16.95 
BALI POT - Chicken, prawns, greens, egg raft, leeks, noodles, sambal broth 12.95 
MUSSELS - Garlic, herbs, leeks, romas, cracked pepper, chardonnay cream 10.95 (half 6.95) 


PASTA 
BENGAL —- Chicken, prawns, curry, mint, tomato concassé, chutney demi 12.95 
POLLO PEPORGINI - Chicken, lobster, bell pepper puree, cream, goat cheese 13.95 
VITTELLO - Prawns, white veal, goose pate, truffel, tre mushroom, brandy, demi cream 13.95 
POLLO FUMME - Smoked salmon, chicken, leeks, artichokes, herbs, pernod, cream 13.50 
PESCATORE - Fresh fish, prawns, scallops, mussels, capers, basil, salsa 13.50 
CRANCO = Crab, chicken, leeks, curry, cream, pink pepper T3.DC 
PRIMAVERA — Sun romas, tre mushrooms, peppers, pesto, spinach, feta 10.50 
SAL SICCIA — Italian sausage, veal, peppers, fennel, basil, salsa, boccacino 12.95 


HERB CRUST = With sundried tomato garlic sauce, fontina, mozzarella and padano cheese 8.95 
Your Choice of ‘Loppings — Prawns, mushrooms, artichokes, anchovies, peppers, spinach, feta, chicken, proscuitto, 


black olives, salsiccia, tomato, onion, garlic, sambel olek, pesto each .5O 


ENERGCGS 
CAME HEN - Sun blueberries, peel, mirepoix, currants, cassis, demi ‘ts 50 
NEw YORK STEAK = Siriploin, goose pate, truffle, Madagascar demi cream 15:95 
PORK TENDERLOIN - Scallops, prawns, black bean, ginger, dates, sweet soy, peppers, noodles 15.50 
CHICKEN - Scallops, orange chili, melon salsa, drambuie 15.50 
VE AL STRIPLOIN - Shitake mushrooms, roasted garlic chardonnay 15.95 
KAS AHMIR - Chicken breast, banana chips, coconut, chutney, curry cream 14.50 
LAMB - Lamb loin, pesto, horse radish, dijon, chutney merlot demi 17.50 


CAHE deVILLE, 10137 - 124 Street, Edmonton T5N 1P5 Phone 488-9188 
Chef de Cuisine - Robb Allen 
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Health and _ Behavior: 
Protease Inhibitor Packs 
More Power” 
USA Today 

A more potent version of 
Hoffmann-La Roche’s protease 
inhibitor saquinavir has been cleared 
by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. The new drug, 
called Fortovase, is expected to 
be on the market the week of 
November 17. The medication will 
cost about $5,700 per year—the same 
as Invirase, the previous version of 
saquinavir. According to the FDA, 
Fortovase comes in 
a soft gelatin capsule that is rapidly 
digested and delivers more drug 
through the body than Invirase. 


“Interferon Gene Therapy 
Inhibits HIV, Improves 
Immune Response” 
Reuters Health Information Services 
French researchers have 
demonstrated that transfecting 
lymphocytes from HIV-infected 
individuals who have the interferon 
beta (IFN-beta) gene has a protective 
effect on cells. The researchers, 
from the Institute Curie in Paris, 
transduced cultured peripheral blood 
lymphocytes from HIV-infected 
donors. The results indicated that 
using low autocrine IFN-beta gene 
therapy for the treatment of AIDS 
could inhibit viral replication and 
possibly have other positive effects 
onimmune function, the researchers 
said. The research was reported in 
the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 


“Studies Find Possible Gene 
Therapy AIDS Treatment” 
Reuters 

New research published in the 
journal Science suggests that gene 
therapy might be used to fight HIV. 
Michael Endres and colleagues at 
the University of Pennsylvania 
disabled HIV so. that it could not 
reproduce on its own, then equipped 
the virus with genes coding for 
certain receptors as well as a 
“marker” gene that would enable 
them to see whether the virus entered 
cells. The researchers found that the 
cells they targeted began expressing 
those receptors. The next step, the 
researchers note, is to incorporate 
genes that would helperadicate HIV. 


“Vancouver Debates 


‘Shooting Galleries” 
American Medical News 

Activists in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, have suggested “shooting 
galleries,” or safe houses for drug 
addicts, to stem the spread of HIV in 
the Eastside, one of the nation’s 
most impoverished neighborhoods. 
The proposal was made as part of a 
report by consultants on how to spend 
some $2.2 million allocated by 
provincial Health Minister Joy 
MacPhail to deal with the problem. 
However, MacPhail says she believes 
the galleries would only make the 


situation worse, favoring instead a 
4 


harm-reduction approach that helps drugs 
users get treatment. The Health Board 
announced a medical emergency in October, 
citing an estimated HIV infection rate of up 


to 50 percent among the thousands of 


injection drug users in the Eastside. 


“Number of Children Contracting 
AIDS at Birth Is Down 43 Percent, 


.@) 


CDC Says” 
Washington Post 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has reported that the number of 
U.S. children contracting HIV from their 
mothers at birth fell 43 percent between 
1992 and 1996, thanks to women’s getting 
tested earlier and starting treatment with 
AZT. The rate of infants diagnosed with 
AIDS before age one, meanwhile, dropped 
39 percent, from 8.4 per 100,000 births in 
1992 to 5.1 in 1995. “This is a success story, 
and it is very encouraging news that our 
prevention efforts are working.” said the 
CDC's Mary.Lou Lindegrenekhe GDC said 
that 7,310 of the United States’ 626,334 HIV 
infections were contracted during the birth 
process. However, the majority of HIV- 
infected children worldwide are born in 
developing nations. In fact, UNAIDS 
estimates that 350,000 children in such 
nations contract HIV during birth. 


“U.S. Agency Says AIDS Will 
Orphan Millions” 
New York Times 

At a news conference Wednesday, the 
United States Agency for International 
Development said that 40 million children 
in developing nations will lose one or both 
parents to AIDS by 2010. Combined with a 
population explosion among young people, 
said Dr. Nils Daulaire, senior adviser on 
children and women’s health issues, “it is a 
crisis of staggering proportion.” The U.S. 
AID report predicted that AIDS, which is 
already widespread in Africa, will boom 
across Asia and Latin America within the 
next decade. Daulaire added that this outlook 
will affect the future of the world’s entire 
network of development, trade, and 
diplomacy. 


“AIDS Shows Massive Impact” 
Toronto Globe and Mail 

A report, slated to be released on 
Wednesday by the Canadian Policy Research 
Network, estimates that if nothing is done to 
stop the AIDS epidemic, it could cost the 
Canadian economy up to $22.2 billion 
Canadian over the next five years. The 
economic burden is increasing, the study 
concluded, due to a greater number of cases 
diagnosed, longer lives for those infected, 
and costly drug therapies. “Over the past 
seven years, Canada has lost ground in the 
fight against the HIV/AIDS epidemic,” wrote 


co-authors Terry Albert and Gregory Williams. 
“The economic burden of HIV/AIDS to the 
Canadian society is significant and continues to 
grow.” The report, commissioned by Health 
Canada, found that the disease has already cost 
some C$36 billion since it was first identified. 


“Successful AIDS Vaccine May Be 
Decades Away” 
Reuters 

Nobel Laureate David Baltimore said Monday 
that the development of an effective AIDS vaccine 
could take decades, but will be necessary to control 
the disease. Baltimore added that it is more likely 
that a vaccine to protect against the symptoms of 
AIDS might be developed, rather than a vaccine 
that would prevent HIV infection. A vaccine to 
prevent HIV would be much more difficult to create 
he said. Baltimore, 
appointed chairman of the AIDS Vaccine Research 
Committee in the United States this year, made his 


and may not be possible, 


comments during a two-day symposium in 
Singapore celebrating the 10th anniversary of the 
country’s Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology. 


‘“TImmunet Opens First Online AIDS 
Bookstore” 
M2 Presswire 

Immunet, a non-profit AIDS organization that 
offers up-to-date treatment information and 
education services via the World Wide Web, has 


joined with online bookseller Amazon.com and 


the University of Illinois’ “AIDS Book Review 
Journal” to launch the Immunet AIDS Bookstore at 
http://www.immunet.org/. Scheduled to open on 
Dec. 1—World AIDS Day—the bookstore will 
offer access to all AIDS/HIV-related books in 


News & Notes from the 
HIV/AIDS Battlefront 


Amazon.com’s inventory, as well as 
reviews of those offerings. Immunet has 
been recognized by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention for 

“content and overall quality,” and by the 
New York Times as one of the leading 
sites in “maneuvering the maze” of HIV/ 
AIDS information. 


“Opinion: The Irresponsibility 
That Spreads AIDS” 
New York Times 

In a New York Times op-ed piece, 
Alan J. Mayer argues that society and the 
existing AIDS support structure perpetuate 
irresponsibility among those infected with 
the virus. Specifically, he alleges that 
most HIV-positive people do not 
voluntarily disclose their infected status 
to potential partners, while the HIV 
community has adopted a similar “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy. This silence, the 


author claims, perpetuates irresponsibility 
and reinforces the myth of “safe sex.” 
According to Mayer, itis the responsibility 
of those who are HIV-positive to inform 
their partners of their status, while it is the 
responsibility of the HIV community to 
support such actions. 
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Aries 
o A new moon in your sign as 
December begins sets a month 
of exploration and discovery for you. 
Effort expended on career development 
is worthwhile until the 15th but then 
goal setting and projects involving team 
effort are where your energy would be 
best directed. You could take a leading 
role in this regard right through until the 
end of January. Watch out for explosive 
temperament on the 20th. In fact the 
whole period from the 14th to 27th of 
January will test and tax how well you 
cooperate with others. 


Taurus 

Your firmly held valies are 
challenged to grow through the early 
part of December, likely from some event 
as the month dawns. You'll have to re- 
examine some debt held jointly, or for 
another as Christmas approaches. 
Harmonious and possibly even romantic 
associations are in public view the week 
before the holiday. The New Year’s 
focus is on practical learning. You 
might feel as if you're having to reassess 
much of your public image in January. 
New career plans are featured after mid 
month. 


} Gemini 

From the 8th to the 27th of 
December you'd be best to slow down 
your usual pace. Things forgotten, 
delayed or. misplaced and 
communications problems plague you. 
A partnership or romance begun as 
December starts could thrive if it is 
nurtured past the 15th. A debt paid or 
forgiveness received as" the year ends, 


World AIDS Day is an annual 
observance established on 
December |, 1988, by the World 
Health Organization. The purpose 
of this day is to focus public 
attention on the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic and to educate the public 
on this very important issue. A 
variety of activities are held in 
conjunction with World AIDS 
Day including the “Day Without 
Art” held at many art galleries. On 
this day, cloth is draped over works 
of art to commemorate the 
devastation that AIDS has had on 
the artistic community. 


AIDS does not discriminate. This 
deadly virus can affect anyone 
regardless of such factors as race, 
gender, age, sexual orientation, and 
social status. Unfortunately, at a 
time when they are most vulnerable, 
many AIDS sufferers experience 
discrimination. All to often, people 
see the disease and not the 
individual. Ignorance and 
misinformation contribute to the 


makes for a comfortable January. Watch for 
opportunities to arise suddenly on the 20th and 
the 28th. Travel is a strong possibility. 


Cancer 

Busy as a bee defines you as December 
dawns. Your health is in need of attention in 
spite of the demands on your time and energy 
now. Things should settle somewhat after the 
12th. Old habits may haunt you at mid month. 
After the holiday there is a strong potential for 
partnership and you could start the New Year 
with a new mate. Any such relationship must 
get truly sincere by the | 3thif itis to have longer 
term potential. The second half of January is 
tumultuous and even unnerving. 


K Leo 

This December you really can shine. 
Attention to your unique creative talents early 
in the moth brings admiration from friends and 
associates by mid month. Your inner child can 
come forth and have fun, but watch what you 
say on the 17th. It could have less than hoped 
for consequences. January cautions you to 
settle down a bit and take care of mundane 
details... and your health. During the second 
half of the month, especially on the 28th, watch 
for someone special to come unexpectedly into 
your life 


— Virgo . 

There’s lots to take care of at home in 
early December to make sure everything is 
perfect for a public display around the 13th. 
The three weeks after the 8th have you mired in 
details you thought were already dealt with. 
The end of the year sparks a creative spirit for 
you which carries into January. After the 19th 
of that month be cautious, as you're prone to 
accidents, especially around the 28th, due mostly 


World AIDS Da 


December 1, 1997 


rejection and isolation experienced by 
individuals with AIDS. 


In an attempt to combat this growing 
problem, the United Nations 
established the UN-AIDS programme 
in January, 1996. Participants in this 
project include: the World Bank; the 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF); the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP); 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO); the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA); and the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 
The purpose of UN-AIDS “. . . is to 
strengthen and streamline action by 
the United Nations in support of 
national responses to HIV/AIDS, 
particularly in areas of policy 
development and research, technical 
support, and advocacy.” 


On World AIDS Day this year, take 
the time to learn more about this deadly 
disease. For more information on 
prevention, HIV testing, and related 
topics, contact your local AIDS office. 


to trying to do too many things at once. 
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— New information as December 


begins could lead to realizations that you 
have alot to learn. Focus on doing so before 
mid month. A short trip is a definite 
possibility. Openness to artisticexpressions 
this month brings greater appreciation for 
your own inner talents in January & 
February. January’s primary focus is on 
home and security. Moving or redecorating 
is called for. 


Scorpio 

Financial concerns are on your plate 
as we head toward Christmas. Debt 
restructuring, either emotional or physical 
is called for by the 14th. Being open to new 
suggestions at mid month could bring some 
innovative ideas your way. By years end the 
focus shifts to developing communication 
skills and this energy continues throughout 
January. Unexpected changes in your home 
dominate the end of that month. 


Sagittarius 

New moon in your sign as 
; December starts suggests you can 
initiate new directions now with ease. Aid 
from a partner or friend arrives at mid 
month to bolster any new project you've 
started. Bluntness on the 17th may be 
unwelcome, sotact is strongly recommended 
at this time. January’s focus is on your 
resources... material and otherwise. Assess 
your worth at this time. Staying true to your 
own values will help weather the explosive 
communications headed your way in the 
last two weeks of the month. 
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Capricorn 

& December provides energy to 
rid yourself of old habits you wish to 
break. This is a good period to review the 
past year since your birthday and take 
stock of what was valuable and of what 
you can let go. Early January is a good 
time to start new projects or a new phase 
of along-term endeavour. Watch for help 
in this regard around the 12th. Financial 
upsets are a definite possibility during the 
last week of the month. 


Aquarius 
A new aim or goal with a clear 
“§R§ and definite plan of action is how 
energy could be most profitably be spent 
in early December. Creative expression 
runs high at mid month. By January 
you'd be better off doing a review of 
what’s been building over the past year, as 
the latter half of that month and into 
February, a great deal of excitement is in 
store for you. 


Pisces 
3 Good potential for some 
public acclaim or limelight in 
early December or for higher recognition 
of your efforts in the workplace. After 
Christmas you might spend some time 
making future plans. Teamwork is a 
keynote for January and you'll be able to 
make valuable contributions to group 
efforts of an altruistic nature. Late January 
brings a whole new sense of freedom and 
electric energy to your life. 


And 
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Capital City Politics 


orientation in Alberta’s human rights code. 
The much-awaited Supreme Court hearing 
of identifying the accused, such as auditory on the Vriend case was heard last month. As 
and tactile recognition, would also be an Albertan I was embarrassed to watch the 
available. ; intellectual gymnastics performed by the 
government's lawyer in a feeble attempt to 
justify their bigotry. 


assistance for persons who have special 
communication needs. Alternative methods 


- Amend the Criminal Code to ensure that 
persons are not excluded from jury service 
because of disability if, with assistance, they 
are capable of serving. 


However, I was greatly heartened to hear of 
all the groups around the country come to the 
support of Delwin and of human rights in 
- Allow persons with physical or mental Alberta. From the United Church of Canada 


disabilities to provide testimony through to the Canadian Jewish Congress to the 
videotape. Canadian Labour Congress, the support for 


Meeting the Needs 
of Persons with 
Disabilities 


Vriend’s position was-remarkable. And I = 

must say, I got some pleasure in Moral Prisoners? 
seeing the Alberta government 
take it on the chin from the 
Court Justices. 


- Establish the offence of sexual exploitation 
against persons with disabilities which, along 
with current Criminal Code provisions on 
sexual assault would provide the disability 
community with comprehensive protection. 


By Liberal MLA Sue 


Olsen 


The Honourable Anne ai 
For the four million people in Canada who 


McLellan, M.P.- 
Edmonton West 
Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of 


have a disability, these proposals are an 
important step forward. They will help 
citizens with disabilities to participate in 
society on a more equal basis with other 
Canadians. 


I was part of the welcoming party who met 
Vriend and his lawyers and supporters at the 
airport. The atmosphere was clearly one of a 
celebration. A well-deserved one, I say. A few 
steps remain, however. The Court has not yet 


What a province we live 
in. 

First, one of the most powerful men in 
Alberta advocates vigilante justice for 
prisoners, next the justice minister 


Canada ruled, and so may still disappoint. However, undermines the judiciary system 
These proposals fulfill the promises made by I am very optimistic that they will include —_ nymerous times, and now we have a 
the Liberal government, most recently, in sexual orientation as a protected basis inthe social services minister who wants to 
“Securing our Future Together” (Red Book code. This leaves the government with two “toughen up” sentences for pimps by 

On October II), to strengthen Canadian human rights options, accept the ruling and finally — reducing the maximum from 14 years 


introduced a bill that seeks 


legislation. They also follow-up the 
recommendations of the Federal Task Force 


acknowledge a fundamental human right, or 
invoke the “notwithstanding clause”. 


to one year. Let’s examine these cases 


separately. 
to meet the needs of on Disability Issues, which called for 
persons with disabilities improved access to the justice system for 


and to improve theiraccess.__.P&m°ns with disabiliges, 


If they do the latter, they can no longer While 
state that they are silent on the issue Of Provincial Treasurer Stockwell Day told 


he vusti protection for gays and lesbians. Their __ the crowd that Clifford Olson should be 
to the justice system. For more information, you may access bigotry will be upfront and obvious to thrown into the general prison 
the Internet at:http://canada.justice.ca, everyone. population “where the moral prisoners 


The proposed changes to the ; 
Canadian Human Rights Act, the 9% phone my constituency office at 
Canada Evidence Act and the 495-3122 

Criminal Code, included provisions 
to enhance the ability of persons 
with disabilities to participate fully 
in Canadian society as well as other 
improvements to federal human 
rights legislation. 


will deal with it in a way which we 


And I am certain they will be met with a don’t have the nerve to do.” Moral 


very loud protest from fair-minded _ prisoners??? First of all, 
Albertans. I pledge to be one of the loudest 
ke what and who are the 


voices. At this moment I believe they will 
reluctantly accept a ruling in favour of moral prisoners? Mr, Day 
Vriend. I think they are growing tired of 
the battle. They are the only hold out on ete Re 

: 5 : homosexuals, in his eyes they are not 
ProlechOR for Saye. and lesbians moral. Does this mean Mr. Day believes 
(Newfoundland and PEI will introduce murderers and rapists are more moral 
legislation soon) and the national media than gays and lesbians? Secondly, why 
attention around Vriend has caused much __ is the man responsible for overseeing 
embarrassment for the government. Sol _ billions of taxpayer dollars commenting 
think they want the issue to go away, and —on this issue? Last time I checked, 
if the Supreme Court forces them, they _ Justice and treasury were two separate 


willinclude sexual orientationinthecode. — ™!sttIes. Clifford Olson is a monster, 
but it is inexcusable for a minister of the 


crown to advocate vigilante justice. Mr. 
Day maintains that his comments were 


The battle is not yet won. Sometime pence 2: edie p sSasrotnbeeo 
in the first half of 1998, we will hear the Court q : 


4 than attacking the media, Mr. Da 
decision. Then we need to make sure the heat Sg y 


; th ee should have apologised for his 
remains on the government unti Ss : 
Seis er gi po comments and gone back to the business 
the necessary legislation 


of minding taxpayer dollars. 


has been quite public about his views on 


The bill proposes to: 


- Amend the Canadian Human 
Rights Act (CHRA) by adding a 
“duty of accommodation” that would 
require employers to address the 
needs of persons with abilities. This 
would include, forexample, ensuring 
that the workplace is wheelchair- 


—— A long-awaited Xmas 
-Create asmaller,permanenthuman (Gift on Its Way = 


rights tribunal, which would help to 

improve the tribunal's abilitytohear Alberta Government 
and make decisions about cases 

effectively and efficiently. The Embarrassed Before 
CHRA would be amended to 

recognize that individuals may suffer Supreme Court 
discrimination on a number of 
grounds at the same time. This 
would ensure that all incidents of By Pam Barrett - MLA - 
discrimination are taken into account ND Leader 

by a tribunal and that each ground of 


discrimination does not have to be Merry Christmas, Alberta! Your 
considered separately. 


We need to remain vigilant however. 


land my New Democrat colleague, Raj Pannu, : Ses 
will lead any effort in the legislature. We will Justice Minister Jon 


put all our energies to use to make sure this 


government does not take the cowardly way Havelock also seems 
out. to have a terrible case 


: of foot in mouth 
In the meantime, happy holidays 
suggested we have fixed terms for judges 
because they make “lenient rulings” 


present may be a few months delayed, but 


- Amend the Canada Evidence Act believe me, it's on its way. 


to provide for communications : 5 ear!! 
: The present? Protection on the basis of sexual y 
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and he “doesn’t have a lot of faith 
they'll make the right decision.” Of 
course, Mr. Havelock has since 
apologised for those comments. Now 
he has gone on to say that the Charter 
should be repealed rather than have 
the judiciary interpret it (as is their 
job). He made these comments at a 
time when the court is deciding 
whether or not our human rights 
legislation should protect homosexuals 


from discrimination. 


Section 15 of the 
Charter says “every 
individual is equal 
before and under 
the law and has the 
right to the equal 
protection and equal 
benefit of the law 
without 
discrimination.” 


What kind of a politician advocates 
abolishing that?And now we have the 
Minister of Social Services Lyle Oberg 
proposing to “get tough” on child 
prostitution by introducing a new, 
provincial law to sentence the pimps 
of child prostitutes to up to 12 months 
in jail. It’s not clear to me why he 
thinks that would be better than using 
the existing criminal code provisions 

he’same pimps to 


From the 


In spite of 
everything, I 
still believe 


that people 
are basically 
good.... 
Anne Frank 


It was truly heart wrenching to 
listen to the member of the 
National Jewish Council at the 
Vriend case at the Supreme 
Court. In fact just watching the 
televised version of the case 
was something that one could 
not easily be pulled away from 
at any time. In very sharp 
contrast the local dictatorship 


be sentenced to up to 14 years in prison. And 
his comment about wanting the pimps to ask 
potential prostitutes “how old are you?”, is as 
ridiculous as it sounds. 


What's even worse, is that comments like 
these usually make the national press. I’m 
sure Alberta must leave a "lasting impression" 
with the rest of the country. 


Sue Olsen 
Alberta Liberal Justice and Family 
and Social Services Critic 


Albertans’ privacy 


the concerns raised by the Alberta Liberal 
Caucus says Alberta Liberal Health Critic 
Gary Dickson. 


Dickson was referring to Privacy 
Commissioner Bob Clark’s report, which 
analyses the implications for privacy under 
this proposed legislation. Bill 30 was 
introduced in the Spring Session of 1997 by 
the Conservative government. The bill 
proposes computerizing patient records and 
other forms of health information on the 
assumption that advanced technology will 
mean better health care for Albertans. 


Commissioner Clark has now 
joined a long list of Albertans 


concerned with this bill including 
Regional Health Authorities, medical 
researchers, physicians, seniors, health care 
providers, senior technical staff in the 
department of Health, and the Alberta Liberal 
Caucus. 


“Clark’s analysis clearly puts a hole in the 
Conservatives very reason for proposing this 
type of health information system,” said 
Dickson. “After analysis of the draft bill, it 
becomes quite clear that instead of protecting 
an individual’s health information, this bill 
could subject our most confidential information 
to a wide array of individuals and stakeholders. 
Albertans should be very pleased that the 
Commissioner has raised the red flag on Bill 


with protecting privacy than it does with 
embracing a high tech computer 
infrastructure; 

* The “Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act” should not be 
diluted by having a separate piece of 
legislation to protect health information; 
* There are significant gaps in the 
legislation, which may result in private, 
for profit stakeholders obtaining access 
to health information for commercialized 
reasons; 

* This proposed legislation should not 
go forward until numerous issues are 
resolved (including the need for a separate 
piece of legislation) and after public 
debate has taken place. Dickson called 
on the Minister of Health to immediately 
produce a summary of feedback to date 
on the proposed legislation and produce 
a written response before November 30 
to clarify what changes will be 
forthcoming if the government intends 
to proceed with the legislation 


In our report entitled “Health 
Information: What Every Albertan 
Should Know”, the Alberta Liberal 
Caucus has raised numerous concerns 
with Bill 30, many of which are also 
contained in the Commissioner’s 
Report,” said Dickson. “We will continue 
to ensure that any health information 
system that the Conservative government 
proposes proves to all Albertans that it 


will not be protected 
within Bill 30 


The report released today by the Information 


30" 


Other concerns raised in Commissioner’s 


Report include: 


and Privacy Commissioner on “Bill 30, the 


Health Information Protection Act,” echoes 


by Dennis Cambly 

sent some real bird of paradise to 
represent this province. Wasn’t he 
wanting for words! Itis so typical of this 
current “government” to let all of the 
political wannabes stand up and speak. 
However, it does show the complete and 
irrational approach to a democratic 
society where we elect people to govern 
us. Instead of governing ourcurrent joke 
of a premier has only had the courage to 
face the opposition in the legislature for 
less than 35 days this year. Just what is 
he afraid of anyway? We might have 
some debate about the hundreds of 
millions, leading into the billions of 
dollars that this government has handed 
out to its’ friends. 

It is so amusing to watch a government 
try to weasel out of the financial chaos 
they put us in by putting the blame 
firmly on our shoulders. Can you 
remember the last time you had anything 
to say about the way your tax dollars are 
spent? The government representative 
was arguing at the Vriend case that it is 
up to the legislative assembly to make 
laws. How interesting that he should 
even state such a thing when the 
governmentin office refuses to have any 
debate at all. This form of government 
has only one parallel in history and that 


Editor 


was during the 30’s in Nazi Germany. Why 
if anybody disagreed with that government 
they were simply shot or sent off to a 
concentration camp. The other grand 
parallel is that most of the discussions were 
held down at the local beer hall. Are you 
aware that almost all conservative offices 
were and most still are open only one day a 
week since the house last met? The 
opposition members however, have kept 
their doors open all this time talking to the 
people of the province. Would it not be 
wonderful to see all that activity translate 
into votes. 

For those citizens around this province that 
are gay or lesbian you now know what this 
current regime thinks of you. They don’t!! 
Whatever your age or financial situation 
remember that your vote is secret. If you are 
still hanging around the closet for fear of 
being fired or found out for whatever reason 
your vote is also secret. No one will follow 
you into that voting booth and unless this 
dictatorship begins the ultimate parallel by 
seeking the “final solution”, you will still 
have the power to vote. 

It is up to us to gather up all of our friends 
no matter what orientation and let them see 
whatthis government thinks of us as people. 
We have included an edited version of the 
presentation from the National Jewish 


* The real purpose of the bill has less to do 


will create a better health care system.” 


For more information contact: 
Gary Dickson 

Alberta Liberal Health Critic 
Phone: 427 2292 


Congress in favour of bringing human 
rights to Alberta by including sexual 
orientation in the human rights code. Julie 
Lloyd also gives you brief summaries of 
the other people who stood up for us 
during the Supreme Court of Canada 
case. The complete text from the Jewish 
Congress will be posted on our Internet 
web site for all to read. 

We have a lot to be very proud and 
grateful for here in the Capital City. Let 
us give thanks to all those who spent 
countless hours preparing their 
interventions on our behalf. Now we 
hope that the cuckoo bird that sits at 
the head of our city council took note. 
On a final note, the preparation of the 
hampers for the holiday season through 
the No Name fund-raiser is in need of 
some volunteer support. If you have a 
little time on your hands you can help by 
calling Charles Bidwell at 436-8774. 
May you have a safe and happy holiday 
with much prosperity and a good life, on 
day atatime, in 1998. See you again atthe 
end of January. 


Traditional Holiday Values 


Pam Barrett - ND Leader MLA: In recent 
years, the holiday season has been rather 
quiet around the Barrett household. My dogs 
and I drink a couple low-fat eggnogs and 
watch re-runs of “It’s A Wonderful Life”. 
Holidays have become more meaningful for 
me in other ways. I have made a point of 
every Christmas delivering poinsettias to 
seniors living in the lodges in my community. 
I also cherish the opportunity to serve 
Christmas dinner to the children at Sacred 
Heart Parish in inner city of Edmonton. It is 
a reminder for me of why I struggle for 
social justice in Alberta. 


Gib Adams - Boots ‘n Saddle: My favourite 
thing about Christmas or the thing too 
look forward to the most is putting up a 
Christmas Tree at home. A real one of 
course, plastic is for shopping, not trees. | 
also look forward to Christmas cards. Every 
year I send out cards to people who I’ve 
managed to keep track of over the years. 
Thanks a lot Canada Post! Perhaps one of 
the best things about the season is the way 
the holiday spirit affects everyone. I hope 
this will happen to my two favorite bosses 
Jill and Ross and result in a BIG Christmas 
bonus. 


Laurie Blakeman MLA: Time off; 
scheming and dreaming about exactly the 
right presents and stocking stuffers for 
everyone; shopping; Christmas 
decorations on trees, houses and in malls; 
warm boots, cold weather and snow; 
sleeping in; shopping; poinsettias; Scottish 
shortbread; opening Christmas stockings; 
turkey/mashed potatoes/gravy/cranberry 
sauce; long newsy letters from friends; 
rum and eggnog; warm, fuzzy, festive season 
feelings of goodwill! 


Greg/Dallas/Marie - Jazzberry’s Too: 
Christmas is special. From my earliest 
recollection this time of year has been a time 
for family and friends. There seems to be an 
extra effort to find the time to be with loved 
ones. It is also a special time spiritually, as 
I celebrate a very personal bond between my 
God and myself. 


Maggie, Living Positive: | look forward to 
the time off, and the most important thing for 
me is to spend time with my kids. There is 
also a lot of excitement in the air at Living 
Positive; people planning to get together. 
We have survived another year. 

I’ll visit family in Canmore, and we’ ll 
have the traditional dinner, gifts etc. but the 
best part is the time off to spend with my 
kids. When I was first diagnosed, I tried to 
make Christmas special, but now,every day 
is special. 


Patrick Ryley - Club 109 Discotheque: 
December is a month of homecoming, 
friends, family, and sharing. It is aseason of 
warmth and Kindness. Each year, | look 
forward to working on Christmas day, 
because there are so many people that 
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struggle though this. By having the bar open, l 
regularly give out a hundred hugs, kisses, and pats on 
the back; and this makes me feel good more than most 


things in life. 


Jackie Dumas, Orlando Books: The thing | look 


forward to the most are great sales. Christmas is a busy 
time, hopefully with lots of books sold. I crash on the 
25th, and spend Christmas with my lover and my 
daughter. It’s a festive time, with lots of eating. I look 
forward to bright, cheerful weather that will bring 
people out to shop on Whyte Avenue! 


Lyle Grant, New Alliance Travel: | look forward to 
the break, and I find that people are more up beat. I try 
to keep Christmas quiet; I frequently go away. I also 
use the time to reconnect and take care of my social 
calls. It’s not really a big thing for me; Christmas is 
focused on family for other people. 


Stacy & Nicole, Shakespear’s Darts and Rumpus 
Room: The thing we look forward to the most is that 
we close from Christmas Day to New Year’s Eve! Our 
priority is not to go to the bar. We spend time with the 
kids, eat turkey and cranberry sauce, do the traditional 
Christmas thing. We also look forward to the intimate 
party we have for staff and a few guests on the 24th 
here at Shakespears, then it’s time to shut down and 
relax! 


Garrett and Andre: Andre is in Toronto for the week, 
and he’s the one who actually DOES look forward to 
Christmas. About the only things I [Garrett] look 
forward to during the season are get-togethers with 
my extended family - something I’d rather do at any 
other time of the year - and the responses of my kids 
to the whole shebang - something most gay men 
cannot look forward to. 


Maureen & Sheryl: The thing we are looking forward 
to the most is that Sheryl’s mom is coming to visit for 
the first Christmas in seven years. She’s coming from 
Victoria and will spend four days with us. She and 
Maureen will shop, while Sheryl stays home and 


reads a book! We’ll spend Christmas morning 
with Sheryl’s daughter and our 2 grandchildren, 
open gifts with the kids, then go home for an 
afternoon nap! Then the three of us will have a 
quiet Christmas dinner at home. The best part, 
though, is having Sheryl’s mother with us. 


Charles Bidwell: \ think the best part for me is 
getting together with my chosen, and/or real, 
family. This year I am going to be with my sister 
in Ontario, and that is always a wonderful time 
- she is always making or baking something. 
When I am _ in 
Edmonton, I spend time 
with close friends, or 
family. We will play 
games, or sit in the 
living room telling 
stories, either ones we 
have written ourselves 
or some that we have 
found that we like. 
Before now going to 
church was such a busy 
time for me because | 
was so busy with the 
service. Now maybe I 
can go and enjoy it! I 
always enjoy the music. 


Julie Lloyd, Lawyer: 
What ‘ 
“to at 
Walking with my 
partner through the 
legislature grounds - 
snow crunching under 
boots - Christmas carols 
through the public 
address system - magic 
and lights and kids skating and squealing on the 
rink. Eggs Benedict on Christmas morning 
cooked by my Cordon Bleu sweetie, family - 
friends - snow - love - joy. 


Debbie and Heather, ParseNip Press: We look 
forward to sleeping in every morning, and 
spending most evenings sitting in front of the 
fireplace, sipping wine, eating shortbread 
cookies, and reading good novels. During the 
four Sunday’s before Christmas we have a special 
Advent candle lighting ritual that we do with our 
two children. We enjoy spending time with the 
kids, skating, cross-country skiing and relaxing 
together as a family. 


Garett Paquette - Lyon’s Empire: For me, there 
are many things I enjjoy about Christmas: a 
chance to spoil those I love with gifts, to express 
the way I truly feel tosomeone I care about. L also 
enjoy the genuine holiday spirit many people 
experience along with the music, and the 
celebrations of the birth of Jesus Christ. 


Paul & Bill - The Garage: Parties, parties and 
more parties along with lots of presents followed 
by more parties!! Good times spent with good 
friends. Family time, shopping and baking for all 
those parties. There are all the bright lights and 
trees “gayly” decorated. Oh, and we almost 
forgot the most important part of all, kissing 
Santa under the mistletoe. 
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Images of 
Pride - 
Confessions 


of a Video 
Bear. 


by Jim Adams 


One day I was cleaning out my proverbial 
video closet when I came across an old 3/4” 
videotape. For those of you not familiar with 
that format, it’s about the size of a school 
dictionary and was a professional video 
format for many years. It’s still used at many 
television stations, but is slowly being 
replaced by the newer formats. The label on 
the tape had faded and | was curious about 
the contents. 


I loaded the tape into the VCR and pressed 
play. It was the 1991 BC Drummer Contest. 
The camera work was shaky, the editing and 
equipment not up to the standards of today, 
whichis probably why the tape was relegated 
to a forgotten closet space, But now so many 
memories came flooding back to me. Images 


“OP 'frietids"whorare no longer here flickered 


across the screen, for a brief moment alive once 
again. 


Chills crept across my spine as I came to the 
realization that this was it, this was the FIRST 
video I have ever done in the gay community. 


I don’t know what possessed me to take my 
camcorder to the contest in the first place. I was one 
of three people running Northern Chaps at the time 
and didn’t know much about leather, perhaps this 
was my way of relating to the leather world. Big 
intimidating Leathermen are not so intimidating 
ona |” black and white camcorder screen. Perhaps 


ALGONQUIN TR 


it was to show everyone back in Edmonton what to 
expect with the first Alberta Drummer contest that 
was going to happen later that year in Calgary (I 
also have that contest on video). I can’t remember 
why I did it, but now here it was staring me in the 
face, speaking volumes of history. There was one 
fellow in a BEAR cap from the magazine of the 
same name. I smirked when I remembered I hadn't 
a clue what the hat meant at the time. There was a 
friend who had just moved there from Edmonton, 
there were two fellows who later would encourage 
me to take my video skills further into the 
community, | whispered a heartfelt “Thank you” 
as they came across the monitor. One of them has 
passed on, the other just vanished from the face of 
the planet, I sometimes wonder if he is still with us. 


I got goosebumps and another shiver as it dawned 
on me, had I not taped that event, I would not have 
gone on to tape other events in my community, and 
Alberta, and from there to taping events in Seattle, 
Denver , Los Angeles and San Francisco would 
not have met the people I now call friends, | would 
not have grown as a gay man. My life would have 
been a lot different. 


The moral of this story is to get those camcorders 
out of the closet and into the community! What 
you may consider as just another show or just 
another home video may indeed have historical if 
not sentimental value in the years to come. 

f 


FYI: 

Jim has been working in video for a little over 
17 years now and can be reached via email care 
of the Bears of Edmonton: 

bears @freenet-edmonton.ab.ca 
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COME AND SEE WHAT'S NEW IN 
THE WORLD OF TRAVEL ! 


Julie Lloyd 


I was lucky enough, as co-counsel for the Canadian 
Bar Association, to be in aliendance before the 
Supreme Court of Canada earlier this month when 
the matter of Vriend et al v. The Queen et al was 
heard. Oral submissions were made by counsel for 
Vricnd, counsel for The Queen and numerous 
intervenors arguing in support of one of the other 
party. The hearing ran from 9:45 a.m. until 4:45 
p.m. with a short break for lunch. As you can 
imagine it is not possible to do justice to all of the 
submissions made. There were so many good 
arguments put forward. | will atlempt to give you a 
taste of what kinds of arguments were made. 


The arguments put forward by Vricnd’s counsel, 
Sheila Greckol (and I am doing her a disservice by 
scrunching the submissions which were made so 
cloguently over the course of an hour) were bricfly as 


follows: 


- discrimination against lesbians and gay 
men exists in Alberta society. This has 
already been recognized by the Supreme 
Court of Canada in Egan and Nesbit v. The 
Queen. Further evidence was put before 
the court evidencing this discrimination. 
Further still, Delwin Vriend was fired 
because he was gay and had not ability to 


complain to the Human Rights 
Commission; 


- the question of including sexual 


orientation in human rights legislation came before 
the legislature on numerous occasions since 1982 
The legislature has refused to include sexual 
orientation cach every time; 


the Alberta human rights legislation says that the 
recognition of the inherent dignity of all persons is 
the foundation for freedom, justice and peace in the 
world, 


section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms guarantees that each person will be 
treated equally under the laws of Canada and the 
laws of each Province; 


the Alberta human rights legislation docs not treat 
cach person cqually - lesbians and gay men have 
been repeatedly excluded from this legislation; 


- gay men and lesbians are harmed by this 
exclusion, both by the condonation of 
discrimination implicit in the exclusion and by the 
inability of gay men and lesbian to use the 
legislation to help them if they have suffered 
discrimination; 


this infringement of section 15 of the Charter 
cannot be justified by the Crown - the purpose of 
human rights legislation is to protect “all person” 
from discrimination and the purpose of excluding 
gay men and lesbian is to harm these persons; 


excluding gay men and lesbians is not an 
acceptable way for the government to try to balance 


the interests of gay men and lesbians with the views 


of religious minorities toward homosexuality 


Directing that all persons must live according to the 


tenants of the view of one religious group would be 
tyranny. The Supreme Court of Canada has already 
recognizcd this; 


- the only remedy appropriate in the circumstances 
is to order that the term “sexual orientation” be 
ordered read into the Alberta human rights 
legislation in every section where grounds of 
improper discrimination are listed: 


MassAGE NEW LOCATION! Lj 
ASSAGE LINK 
at On The Dark Side 

12212- 107 Avenue 


Deter Bic 


Registered Massage Therapist 


454-6552 


The Crown’s arguments: 


The arguments put forward by the Crown were, in brief: 
é t d 


it is the job of the legislatures to pass laws. It is 
not the job of judges to usurp the role of the 
legislature. Clearly the legislature really meant 
to exclude lesbians and gay men and therefore 
the courts must defer to legislative will; 


the Charter applies only to laws and not to 
private activity. By ordering a change to human 
rights legislation, which governs private activity, 
the courts would be applying the Charter in a 
place where it was not meant to be applied; 


there is no discrimination created by the human 
rights legislation. Neither heterosexuality nor 
homosexuality are mentioned in the legislation 
and so neither group can claim they are 
discriminated against. If a gay man or a straight 
man were fired because they were black they 
could complain to the Commission. Therefore 
there is no discrimination; 


There were many intervenors. I will give you just a few 


highlights: 


INTERVENORS ON OUR SIDE 


E.G.A.L.E 


Alberta’s exclusion of sexual orientation was 
deliberate and this sends a clear message to 
people of Alberta - that the government 
condones discrimination against gay men and 
lesbians; the exclusion creates an enforced 
invisibility - gay men and lesbians are forced to 
hide, to act as though they are ashamed even if 
they are not because they have no way to fight 
negalive consequences; 


454-6552 


12212 


107 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB T5M 4A8 


Foundation for Equal Families 


-Other provinces have moved beyond this 
question, Alberta remains in the dark 
ages.; we cannot allow religious views 
to dictate; some fundamentalists believe 
that the place of woman is in the home - 
would anyone really suggest that we 
should have no protection for 
discrimination of women because 0 
these fundamentalist view? 

Canadian Human Rights Commission 


- Human rights legislation interferes with 
private rights but so do lot s of other 
laws, like the Employment Satandards 
Code; these other acts have always been 
subjects to Charter scrutiny and there is 
simply no reason why human rights 
legislation should not be: human rights 
is NOL a private issuc, it has not been for 
a very long time in this country, it is the 
public expression of the fundamental 
values that any democratic society must 
have protection of minorities from the 


legislative majoritarian principles; 
United Church of Canada 


- The Crown talks about a balancing 
between the rights of gays and lesbians 
and religious beliefs, the United Church 
asks “Whose religious beliefs?” The 


United Church does not believe in 
discrimination against gays or against 
anyone else. If the religious beliefs of a 
few have to be disregarded to deter 
discrimination and to secure full 
participation of all persons in society 
then such disregard is justifiable: 


Canadian Jewish Congress - dealt with 
elsewhere in this month’s edition. 


INTERVENORS ON THEIR SIDE 
Christian Legal Fellowship 


- It is the legislature’ s job to pass laws, the 
courts must defer to the legislature; 


A.F.W.U.F. 


There is no evidence that there Is any 
discrimination against “homosexuals 
and lesbians” and so no reason that such 
persons should be protected; 


Evangelical Fellowship / Focus on the Family 


- Our human rights legislation merely 
extends the “benefit” of human rights 
protection to a limited number of 
persons in Alberta, the legislature can 
chose which minorities it wants to 
extend this “benefit”, Alberta chooses 
not to extend protection to one teens 
littke group and this is no reason for the 


court to get excited 


The Court seemed quite clear that they are of 
the view that sexual orientation is to be 
included in Alberta’s human rights legislation 
The Court did express some concerns but, as a 
whole, seemed pretty much unanimous that 
sexual orientation ought to be there. My only 
lingering concern is the nature of the remedy 
that they give. We hop that the Court will 
direct that “sexual orientation” is to be read 
into every part of the legislation. The Court 
may decide that the term is to be read only into 
the employment provisions (since that was 
Delwin’s problem), or may decide to strike the 
legislation down. In this way we might win 
the battle but lose the war. Let’s all keep a 
good thought that the court will be courageous 
and truly fix a problem that the Alberta 
government has consistently refused to 
address. 


Speaking Of 
**Normal”’ 


By Liz Massiah, MSW,RSW 
Clinical Social Worker 


Often people ask about whether to attend a peer 
support and discussion group or a therapy group 
facilitated by professionals? Isn’t a group a group ? 
Like most things, the answer is not clear cut and 
absolute. This column discusses some of the 
differences in the hope of assisting in making the best 


choice 


Support groups are usually led by a peer, someone 
with some personal knowledge of the issue being 
addressed. Members may or may not be screened for 
membership and depending on the group, may 
socialize a good deal with othermembers. The purpose 
of the group is usually to provide contact, 

sharing and emotional support and often information 
and resources. 


The peer group facilitator needs to be supportive, to 
provide some direction to the group. The leader has 
often had similar experiences as the members but not 
necessarily any training as a helper. Examples that 
come to mind are “coming out” groups, GMOC 
groups, AA, SARA (sexual abuse issues for women). 


A group facilitated by a therapist with professional 
training should be clearly intended to promote healing 
and change. The facilitator(s) should be able to say 
why they design the group the way they do, what their 
beliefs about change:and:healing are.and how these 
are reflected in the group work. A group facilitator 
needs to have a variety of possible ways of dealing 
with issues, since “one size does not fit all”. A group 
leader should tell you whether or not she/he is available 
between group sessions and under what conditions. 


Sometimes group members experience their emotions 


strongly - the facilitator must be comfortable with 
this and able to keep the group safe, If other helpers 
are involved, then a group therapist needs to be 
skilled at working collaboratively. 


Issues of power and difference surface in all groups 
i.e. men with women, heterosexuals with non 
heterosexuals, white people with people of color, 
physically able with differently able etc.. The 
therapist/facilitator should be able to deal effectively 
with these, and willing to explain his/her 

understanding of them. Sometimes issues being 
worked with in-group leak out into the rest of peoples 
lives and the therapist needs to be able to help address 
this. Should something inappropriate occur, such as 
a sexual relationship between therapist and group 
member, orabreach of confidentiality by the therapist, 
a professional is a member of an association and as 


such is accountable. 


None of this is absolute. Therapy mixes art and 
science. Healing is seldom predictable or exact. The 
art is in finding the best mix for each client. 


Sometimes issues come up in therapy that lead to a 
referral to a support group, sometimes nagging 
issues will seem to demand more than a support 
group. Ifa problem ora pattern is ongoing and not 
changing, then likely a therapy group would be a 
good choice. If it is not change, but support and 
encouragement then a peer led group wouldlikely be 
helpful. 


As Milton Erickson, a famous therapist put it “therapy 
is when two(or more) people sit down together and 
try to figure out that the hell it is one of them wants 
out of life”. 


Next issue I will look at a theory of change. Then 
you can sort.outuf you are really ready to make 
that change to really get fit, stop smoking or what- 
ever, end or begin a relationship. Or are still in the 
precontemplation stage (which means it will be a 
while before anything different happens). 
Suggestions of topics are always welcome-either 
send them to Times 10 or call me 910-3050. 
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Edmonton's 
Gay 
Community 
Support 
Groups 
and 
Services 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
The Network retains its original operating 
philosophy: to provide support and 
education wherever it can be helpful in 
north central Alberta. AIDS Network of 
Edmonton works cooperatively with all 
those organizations in Alberta and across 
the country who are working to help limit 
the spread of HIV infection. Today the 
network provides Education, Info-Line, 
Speakers Bureau. Resource matcrial and 
various Support groups. If you wish to 
know more about the Network call 488- 
5742 


Affirm United 

(United Church of Canada) meets at 
McDougall United Church 10025 101 St. 
Last Saturday of the month, at 7:30 - 9:30 
PM For more info call: Larry at 429-4269 
or Phyllis at 434-4808 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A Aisa fellowship of men and women who 
share their experience, strength and hope 
with each other that they may solve their 
common problem and help others to recover 
from alcoholism. The only requirement for 
membership is a desire to stop drinking. 


Call 424-5900 for times and places of Gay 


and Lesbian meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 

AXIOS is an international organization of 
Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians. Our 
mandate is to promote a greater 
understanding of human sexuality and 
spirituality within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS monthly newsletter 
is available via the Internet. Contact Dushan 
at 454-8449 for more information. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of Edmonton - 
BNBCE 

Anaturalist group of gay men in Edmonton 
interested in social nudity. This is nota sex 
club. Men of all ages welcome. Call Fred at 
469-7231 for information. 


The B.E.A.R.S. of Edmonton 

(A group for hairy men and their admirers) 
meet the last Friday of the month 9:00pm - 
11:00pm at Boots n’ Saddle. Or write us at 
#47. 10024-82nd Avenue, Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada T6E 1Z3. Our email 
address is bears@ freenet.cdmonton.ab.ca 


Brethren Mennonite Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual concerns. 
Thisisasupport community for gay. lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
Contact Tim at 454-1479 or Garrett at 423- 
1725 or e-mail: garrett.epp@ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 
This Edmonton chapter is a support 
community for gay, lesbian Catholics and 
friends. Contact Bernard at 451-1794 or 
Dennis at 482-6845 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

Prime Timers is a social fraternity for older 
gay and bisexual men and their friends. 
The purpose of Prime Timers is to provide 
12 


an opportunity for mature gay men to fraternize 
and join together in aprogram of social activitics. 
Meetings held 2nd Sunday cach month at the 
Unitarian Church at 3:00 p.m, If you would like 
more information address correspondence to 
Chairman, Edmonton Prime Timers, Suite 1093, 
11444 - 119 Street, Edmonton, TSG 2X6. 
Contact Peter at 426-7019. E-mail: 
mercury @planet.con.net 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 

A mixed voice chorus joining together in a 
common love of music and a desire to build a 
greater spirit of unity and pride in the lesbigay 
community. If you are interested in singing with 
EVM or working in the areas of promotion, 
staging or front of house concerts and events, 
please contact us at P.O. Box 12091, Main Post 
Office. T5J 3L2 or telephone 988-4620. E-mail: 
evm @{reenet.cdmonton.ab.ca 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS Prevention 
Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need to 
provide AIDS education and support to Native 
People in Alberta. Through education and the 
development of communities in partnership, it 
is hoped that the spread of AIDS will be lessened. 
We offer training and education programs, as 
well as support through traditional ways. 
Volunteers are very important to us, if you can 
help, or would simply like some more 
information call 488-5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball Association 

We have 3 divisions: |) Fun/Recrcational - 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; No regular 
commitment needed: Now untilend of June you 
can join anytime. Fee: $10.00/year: Level: 
Beginners to Intermediate: Donnan School - 
79Ave & 87 Street. 2) Competitive - Tuesdays. 
7-9:30 p.m.; Fee $35/8 week period; Coaching 
& Games each night. 3) Beach - Day/time/cost 
TBA; June to September. For more Volleyball 
information call Ron at 428-3375. 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E,) 

The centre contributes to the well-being of 
Edmonton's gay. lesbian ‘and bisexual 
community through informational. social 
support services and its social information line. 
The services offered by the centre include an 
information line, telephone referrals, library, 
drop-in peer support counselling and social 
activities arranged and sponsored by the centre. 
Further information is available at 488-3234. 
E-Mail glcce@ freenct.cdmonton.ab.ca 


Gaylines 

A special telephone service is available. The 
intent of this line is to aid in the forming of a 
central information net that will aid all walks of 
life. Messages are outgoing only. The line is 
setup in a single location that will be permanent 
and will also be listed in the phone directory. It 
is free to all Alternative Lifestyles, Support 
groups. Clubs, Individuals and Businesses. Call 
486-9661 to request your mailbox. 


Gay Mens’ Wenesday Coffee Evenings 

At 7:30 p.m. Breadstick Cafe at 10159 - 82 
Avenue. This groupfosters a safe, comfortable 
environment for all its participants. At the same 
time, it discourages attendance solcly for sexual 
relations. Join us to relax, share experiences. 
and establish friendships. There is no age limit. 
Tel: 403-463-2098 (Graham) E-mail: 
gwatts @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (G.M.O.C.) 
G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for gay/ 
bisexual men that works toward: preventing the 
spread of HIV amongst men who have sex with 
men, advocating for healthy lifestyle choices, 
and addressing social and health concerns by 
fostering self-esteem and gay positive attitudes. 
For information on G.M.O.C. workshops and 
other activities contact Kirk at 488-5742. orcall 
our Hotline at 988-3671. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness (G.A.L.A.) 

We are an organization interested in human 
rights issues especially related to sexual 
orientation and changing Federal and Provincial 
legislation. We are always interested in new 


members. If you are interested call Murray Billet 
at 482-7421 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, Transsexuals and 
their supporters. Our main goal is to provide a 
safe. discreet and friendly atmosphere where we 
can socialize as a group. We also provide 
information and peer support for members. We 
hold two socials each month, one on the second 
Thursday and one on the third Saturday. For more 
information write to Illusions Social Club, Box 
33002, Glenwood P.O., Edmonton. AB. T5P4V8; 
or phone either 488-3234 (GLCCE) on Tuesday 
evenings to talk to somcone person to person or 
486-9661 box I to leave a message. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 

The mission of the Court is to raise funds for 
charities and other organizations which either 
provide direct services to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Mectings of the Society are held 
monthly on the last Wednesday. For mecting 
location and time please see the Court notice 
boards in Boots and Saddle or the Roost. You may 
also call Gaylines at 486-9661 and press box 27. 
http://www.geocilies.com/WestHollywood/5904 


Interfaith Association on AIDS Edmonton 

The purpose of this association is to sensitize local 
faith communities and thei¢ leaders to the unique 
spiritual and emotional needs of those infected by 
HIV/AIDS. The following faith communities are 
included: Anglican, Baha’i, Baptist, Beth Shalom 
Synagogue, Lutheran, Metropolitan Community 
Church, Roman Catholic. Temple Beth Ora, 
Ukrainian Catholic, Unitarian and United 
Churches. Phone 448-1768 for more information. 


Lambda Christian Community Church 
Weare anon-denominational evangelical Christian 
church. One of our primary goals is to provide a 
safe and affirming environment for all who desire 
to worship God. Lambda Community Church, 
11148-84 Avenue (Garneau United Church) 
Edmonton, T6G OV8. Call 474-0753. Weekly 
Sunday service at 7 p. m. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993 Edmonton Police Service and the 
Gay and Lesbian community for met a liaison to 
promote an atmosphere of understanding and 
mutual respect. For more Info call Edmonton 
Police Service at 424-7248 (pager 293) or Murray 
Billet at 482-7421 


Lipstick Lesbian Youth Peer Support 

Thisis an organization intended to allow all femme 
lesbians and bisexuals the chance to mect and 
realize that they are not alone. Our goal is not to 
segregate the lesbian community, but to 
acknowledge that femmes do exist. This is an 
opportunity to meet and socialize with other 
femmes. Please call 988-4836 for more information. 


Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and psychological support is 
available through Living Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. We offer strong, loving, 
confidential support. We also meet weekly and 
share our mutual experiences. Living Positive is 
entirely directed by and for people who share a 
common diagnosis of HIV+. Peer counselling, 
hospital visits and a speakers bureau are also 
available through our society. Phone 488-5768 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 

We are a spiritual community for lesbian, gay . 
bisexual and straight people. Lutherans Concerned 
gathers monthly for worship. sharing, and 
friendship. We offer individual support and a safe 
space for our own spiritual questions. Call Tim at 
482-2294, or write P.O. Box 11095, Edmonton, 
T5J3K4e-mail luthcone @ freenct.cdmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community Church of Edmonton 
(M.C.C.) 


We are a local church within the denomination of 


the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches. Our major focus is to the 
defranchised of society. The UPMCC allows 
anyone to feel a part of the Christian Community 
and to claim our place in God’s Universe. Services 
are open to all. We worship on Sunday evenings at 
7:15 at McDougall United Church - Southentrance. 


Please feel free to join us! Call 429-2321 for 
more information. E-mail: 
Charles.Bidwell @ UAlberta.Ca 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton's Leather - Fetish club for Gay. 
Lesbian, and straight men and womyn was 
established six years ago. We strike to educate 
the rest of the community through workshops, 
staged demonstrations and events in order to 
heighten awareness. Northern chaps meets at 
Boots & Saddle on the first and third Friday of 
each month at 9 PM. 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans International Bowling League 
meets every Saturday, at 5:00pm September 
to April, at Pins & Cues Bowling & Billiards 
Centre, Southeast corner of Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 Ave. & 135 St. For 
more information please call Paul Guerette at 
(403) 456-085 | or Karen Kurylo at (403) 432- 
7759. 


Out and Out (O02) 

An Outdoor and Recreation Group for 
Edmonton’s Lesbigay Community and their 
friends. Membership is $5.00 per calendar 
year. Free newsletier published bimonthly 
and available at local gay hangouts. O2 Hotline 
is 988-3132 for activity inf., who to contact, 
how to join etc. Get Involved - Have Fun - 
Meet New People. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university-based organization 
for gays, lesbians and bisexuals interested in 
an academic atmosphere. Meetings are held 
every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on campus; main 
floor of the Athabasca hall. Topics vary from 
weck to week. Additional information is 
available by calling 988-4166. E-mail: 
outreach @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG 


Parents, Families. & Friends of mae me -_ 
Gays. PFLAG promotes 


being of Gay. Lesbian and Bisexual persons, 
their families and friends through support, 
education and advocacy. Mectings are held 
the 3rd Tuesday of the month.. Newsletter 
editor Ellen at 465-3057. Outreach to speak 
confidentially to a PFLAG volunteer 944- 
1394, Voice Box 3524 (PFLAG) Mon-Thurs, 
7-9:30 p.m. (Recording 24 hrs a day). E- 
mail:showrish@compusmart.ab.ca 


S.0.L.0. 

Social Organization for Lesbians Only is a 
group that gets together for fun and recreation. 
Lesbians over 18 are welcome to join in for 
weekend functions and entertainment. We 
combine friendship, companionship and 
support with singles and couples welcome. 
Call Linda at 447-4776 for more information 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay Games Association is 
set up to provide an opportunity for person 
interested in participating in the Gay Games 
through fund raising. If you would like to be 
involved with Team Edmonton call 482-2789 


The Youth Group 

(Formerly Pink Triangle Youth of Edmonton) 
will continue to meet every Saturday at 8:00 
p.m. at the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
Edmonton, Suite 103, 10612 - 124 Street. For 
more information or to give your input phone 
the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre at 
488-3234. 


Visions - Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
discussion group. We meet the 4th Wednesday 
of the month. Call UCE at 454-8073 or Anita 
at 454-1992. Not necessarily Christian. 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a 
positive Lesbian identity among the larger 
community and ourselves. We hold dances. 
produce a newsletter and hold other activities. 
For information call the Lesbian Life at 425- 
OSI1. 
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Life with Alex 


By Richard B. Cory Chesapeake, VA 


As I passed by my son Alex’s bedroom on the way to 
bed myself, | heard him crying. I opened the door and 
found him sitting in his room sobbing uncontrollably. 
linvited Alex to lay down beside me in my bedand put 
my arms around him to comfort him. 


After a short time, my wife came up to bed and found 
me holding Alex and stroking his head. When Alex 
finally began to calm down, we asked him what he was 
crying about. He told us he was scared. We asked him 
if he’d had a nightmare. He said that he had not even 


been to sleep. 


It turns out that he was not scared of a dream.. he was 
scared of reality. He told us he was afraid of his past 
and even more frightened by whatthe future held. You 
see, Alex deals witha nightmarish reality every day of 
his life. Alex lives with the nightmare called AIDS. 


The Beginning of Alex’s Life 


This story about a child with AIDS starts at the 
beginning of Alex’s life. When Alex was born he was 
delivered by C-section due to complications in the 
birthing process. His mother, Catherine, experienced 
post operative bleeding. She received a massive blood 
transfusion and further exploratory surgery to find the 
source of the bleeding. By the day’s end, she was in 
intensive care in a coma. 


During her recovery, under the advice of the 
pediatricians, Cathie breast-fed Alex. She had no idea 
that she had been infected with HIV. Nearly 2 years 
later, Cathie decided that she had a debt to pay. She 
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had received the gift of life from those who donated the 
blood she had received at Alex’s birth. She went to the 
local office of the American Red Cross to return the 
good will she had received. After a few weeks, we 


received a call from the Red Cross asking her to return 


to their office. They told her that she had tested positive 


for HIV, the virus associated with AIDS. 


Subsequent testing of Alex showed that he was also HIV 
positive. We presume that he was infected via mother’s 
milk, a known path of infection from an HIV positive 


mother to her baby. 


# 


Alex’s Childhood 


Alex has had a fairly normal childhood up 
until the last year. In his infancy, Alex was 
oblivious to his problem. As a toddler, he 
began receiving monthly immunoglobulin 
infusions and taking Septra as a prophylaxis 
against pneumocystis carinii pneumonia. 
Despite these inconveniences, we did our 
best to see to it that Alex had as normal a life 


as possible 


Life was not so normal for my wife and I, 
however. Aside from having to live with 
the fact that both Cathie and Alex were 
infected with HIV and would probably 
reach a premature end, we also had to 
deal with the ignorance and hatred of 
many people. We were afraid to tell even 
close friends and family members of our 
problems for fear we would loose their 
friendship. 


Since Cathie has worked outside of the 
home off and on through the years, at 
times, Alex required day care. We were 
asked to remove Alex from one day care 
center, he was refused admission to at 
least two others, and has been refused 
admission to two different schools, one 
run by a Catholic church and the other at 
a Protestant church, all because of his 
HIV status 


Even the local public school asked us to delay his admission so 
they could do training. We had given the school board several 
months notice that our child, who was HIV positive, would be 
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attending school there. 


At the age of 6, Alex was diagnosed to 


have AIDS due toa diagnosis of lymphoid interstitial 
pneumonitis. As time went on, I found it increasingly 
difficult to remain silent about my family’s problems and 
the ignorance we had faced in others. I’m not one to stick 
my head in the sand... I prefer tackling problems head on. 


Going Public 


With the support of my wife, I decided to go public with 
my family’s story. I did this first by becoming a Red 
Cross HIV/AIDS Instructor. This, I felt would giveme 
the opportunity to educate people of the facts concerning 
HIV and AIDS as well as an opportunity to share my 
personal story. 


I took a week of vacation to attend the Red Cross 
course. During that week, I had to take Alex, now 7, to 
see his doctor at Children’s Hospital. As we drove on 
the way to the hospital, I pointed out the Red Cross to 
Alex and told him that daddy was going to school there. 


Alex looked very puzzled as he exclaimed, “But daddy! 
You’re a grown-up! You’re not supposed to go to 
school. What are you learning in school anyway?” 


I told him that I was learning to teach people about 
AIDS. He pursued this a bit further asking what AIDS 
was. Apparently my explanation hita little too close to 
homeas I explained that AIDS was a disease that could 
make people very sick and they had to take lots of 
medicine. Ultimately, Alex asked me if he had AIDS. 
I have made it a point never to lie to my son, so I told 
him he did. It was one of the hardest things I have ever 
had to do. Alex only 7 years old, already had to come 
to grips with his own mortality. 


As Alex gotalittle older we made something ofa game 
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out of learning the names of his medicines. Now Alex canbe 
quite aham (and a bit of ashow off) in interviews. He knows 
AZT not only as AZT, Retrovir, or Zidovudine, but also as 
3 deoxy 3-azidothymidine! 


Alex has done very well so far. He is 11 now. 
During the last year he has been hospitalized 


5 times. This sounds very grim. Of these hospitalizations, 
4 were the result of side effects of drugs. Only one was the 
result of an opportunistic infection 


The Community of Faith and AIDS 


The community of faith plays an important role in dealing 
with AIDS. First of all, though many churches might find 
this repugnant, education about at risk behaviors including 
open and frank sex education is a moral imperative. The 
lives of our youth are at stake. Though the education of my 
own family may not have prevented their infection, the 
education of the blood donor who was infected might have 
saved both his life and the lives of my wife and son 


The health and welfare of those infected and affected by the 
AIDS pandemic does not end with receiving the necessary 
medicines and medical care. An important part of their 
health and welfare is their mental and spiritual well being. 
Though the church may not be able to save the lives of these 
people, they certainly can provide a source or spiritual 
support that could lead them to an even greater gift... the gift 
of faith that could lead to eternal life. 


This year’s World AIDS Day focuses on 
children living in a world with AIDS. 

Alex has his own perspective from the view point of a 
child living with AIDS with both of his parents. Still 
other children have the perspective of living without 
one or both of their parents.I know several children 
who have lost other relatives and friends who have a 
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difficult time understanding why and how this has 
happened. 


Our focus is on Children Living in a World with 
AIDS, so let’s take a moment to consider those 
children living inacommunity of faith with AIDS. 
My own son and I had a conversation that went 
something like this: 

Alex: Daddy...(pause) I believe in miracles! 

Dad: Well that’s great son. Perhaps you should tell me 
more. 

Alex: Well... God can work miracles, right? 

Dad: That's right. 

Alex: And Jesus worked miracles and could heal people 
the doctors couldn’t make well, right? 

Dad: That’s right. 

Alex: Then Jesus and God can kill the } {1V in me and 
make me well. 


People of faith across the world must work together to 
ensure that all of God’s children have the opportunity to 
experience faith such as this. This is especially important 
for those that are living a real life nightmare like AIDS. 


People living with AIDS, need love and 
caring as much as anyone. They need 
something that can give them comfort 
and peace. 


I know the inner peace that faith in Jesus Christ 
can bring and the emptiness that can exist in the 
absence of that faith. Despite all of the problems 
that my family has experienced (or perhaps even 
because of them) and a nearly 20 year absence 
fromchurch, I had my faith restored. The example 
set by people ministering to my family as we 
learned to live with AIDS, has led me back to 
God. I know this is the greatest gift 1 could 
receive and, I know now, that this is the greatest 
gift I have to offer. , 
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say merry 


I would 
opportunity to 
Christmas and a happy New Year 


to everyone! December is the 
month to prepare your new years 
resolutions and January is the 
month to go for it. I’m sure 
everyone has made at least one 
sometime in their life. Just as ’m 
sure most of them were as lame as 
they were broken. Instead of 
making a resolution because it 
sounds good, lasting maybe a 
week ortwo, why notask yourself 
what goal it is you have always 
wanted to set. Here is an idea 
many people have wanted to do 
but never acted on it. Modeling. 
Don’t believe you can? Well you 
never know until you try. You 
may be the look some is looking 
for. Besides, if you have seen 
some of the professional models I 
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by Clint Domsky 


have worked with before doing their hair 
and makeup, you would call gel and 
mascara a miracle. Here is some helpful 
information about life behind the camera. 


First I would like to define some terminology 
used in fashion: 


AGENT: a person, usually in a larger agency, 
who decides who will become part of their 
roster. 

ROSTER: The group of models in a particular 
agency. 

DIECTOR: The person who runs the agency. 
SCOUT: A representative of an agency who 
seeks potential models. 

CATWALK: The ramp models use to walk on 
in a show. 

CATTLECALL: A general try out for anyone. 
(More for acting.) 

AUDITION: A general try out an agency invites 
their models for. 

GO SEE: A try out for specific models by 
invitation only. 

CONTACT SHEET: A sheet of small pictures 
from a photo shoot used to choose what is to be 
blown up. 

PORTFOLIO: A book of professionally done 
self portraits designed to sell your look 
PORTFOLIO SHOOT: A photo shoot 
specifically done by an agency to start or add to 
a portfolio, and to be used to sell you as a model. 
FLATS: Used to describe strangers dressing 
and undressing you. 


TALENT SCOUTS AND MODEL 
SEARCHES. 


The stories you hear about people being spotted 
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by talent scouts while they were buying a loaf of 
bread are true. However just because you are 
shoes with no heals. 

HEALS: Used to describe shoes with low or high 
heals. 

CALLBACK: A call placed to you by an 
agency to arrange another interview or 
possible work. 

PRINT: Anything that is on print. 
(Catalogue, magazine covers, adds, etc..) 
COMMERCIAL: Anything dealing with print 
or video. 

BASIC MODEL: Consists of most of the 
general modeling public. 

DIRECT BOOKING MODEL: Status above 
basic model. Models who are asked for. 

(1 in 100 000 make it.) 

SUPER MODEL: Models that won’t get out 
of bed for less than $10 000 a day. (ha, ha.) 

(1 in 1 000 000 make it.) 


As amodel you can expect work in the following 
to mention a few: fashion shows, hair shows, 
commercials, catalogues, film, t.v, videos, as a 
host or hostess, print advertising, editorial, and 
international. Also be prepared to do a lot of free 
work. Think of it as selling your self. 


To be a model you have to be flexible, out going, 
have a positive attitude, and you must be 
incredibly patient. Some shoots, in between 
shoots, hair, and make up can be long and 
boring. 


In some cases you have to be fast. Wardrobe 
changes in between fashion show appearances 
must’be incredibly quick! Sometimes you must 
change in front of large amounts of people back 
stage, and for some shows you will have scouted 
does not mean you will become the next Karen 
Mulder. So whatdo you do if you are approached 
by a scout? First, check to see if the agency is 
listed in the phone book. If not, start asking a lot 
of questions. If they are phone them and ask if 
the person who discovered you actually works 
for their company. Second, check to see if the 
agency is part of a credible association that 
requires their members to operate by a code of 
ethics. The Better Business Bureau is anexample. 
If everything seems _to be legitimate, and you 
decide this might be the agency you want to be 
a part of than arrange a consultation with an 
agent. 
natural to be nervous and they will understand. 


When you go for your interview it is 


Do not take your portfolio, if you have one, with 
you it may not be the look you want to convey 
Do NOT be late, and don’t wear much makeup 
if none at all. The more natural you look the 
better. If you are under the age of 18 take a 
parent with you. The agency will need them for 
legal reasons. Take this opportunity to ask a 
million questions about modeling, what to expect, 
and about the agency itself. Be yourself! Expect 
the agency to sell you a portfolio shoot either 
then or in a following meeting. This is not a ploy 
to take money from you, butis necessary in order 
to get you work. People do not go to your agent 
to choose models. Your agency sends your 
picture to them and they choose who they want 
from the pictures. You may find as well that the 
agency will want to pay for classes as well. These 
classes are part of becoming a model. The more 
education you have, the more work you get. The 
more work you get the more experience you'll 
have. In turn 

You'll get even more work. 


MODEL SEARCHES: 


This is another way to be spotted. Instead of 
walking around They often take place in malls, 


night clubs, or modeling conventions. Find 
out where they are taking place strut your 
stuff and who knows? Consisting of both 
international and local talent scouts, model 
searches are one way agencies find new 
models. 


WHAT THEY LOOK FOR: 


The three main things agencies look for ina 
search are looks, looks and looks! The more 
experience and training you have better. 
Even if you flunked modeling 101, they still 
may be interested in you. Remember if an 
inexperienced model was competing with 
one that has experience, the more educated 
one would most likely be chosen. But, there 
are exceptions to every rule! High school and 
other non-modeling education is a good idea 
so you have something to fall back on if and 
when you stop modeling for whatever reason. 
The desired height in women is 5’9 -a 
minimum of 5’7. With men the preferred 
height is 6’ -a minimum of 5°9. Just because 
you are too short or too tall doesn’t mean you 
can’t model. It just means that your options 
are limited. Again there are exceptions to 
every rule. For example Kate Moss is only 
5’6 and look where she is. The older you are 
the harder it is to get into modeling. The 
prime age is between 14-25. Different 
agencies have different criteria. You may 
find that if you decide to go to an agency 
without being scouted that a few of them may 
turn you away before’ one sees you as “the 
look” they've been waiting for. Yousmisht™ 
also find that once you start working for 
them, that the agencies that turned you down 
may ask for you in the future. That’s agency 
politics for you. Keep in mind that you are not 


just competing with the local market but with 


people from around the world. 


PORTFOLIO SHOULD INCLUDE: malls 
and streets waiting for one person to notice 
you, you may want to try going to one of 
these. They are usually pact with scouts from 
around the world, so you will have a better 


chance. 


-Light makeup professionally done 
3/4 length photo 

-Full length photo 

-Chest up photo 

-Waist up photo 

-Front and back view photos 
-Profile view photo 

-Different looks to show versatility 
-Minimum 15 blow ups 


WHAT TRAINING: 


-Ramp training- if you want to make it to 
some of the greatest runway shows in the 
world. 

-Photo training- most important considering 
this is where the model makes the most 
money. 

-Health and nutrition- to maintain your image 
body and skin. 

-Make up training- in case you ever have to 
do your own make up 


1 want to thank Larry at Select Models for 
adding some additional information to this 
article. If you havea specific topic or questions 
please contact me via Times .10 or our Internet 
site at http://www.times!0.org. 
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Factum of 
the 
Intervener 
Canadian 
Jewish 
Congress 


They came after the Jews, 

but I was not a Jew, so I did not object. 
Then they came after the Catholics, 
but I was not a Catholic, so I did not 
object. 

Then they came after the Trade 
Unionists, 

but I was not a Trade Unionist, so I did 
not object. 

Then, they came after me, 

and there was no one left to object. 


Martin Niemoller (1892 - 1984) 

Pastor of a Protestant Congregation in 
Germany 

Imprisoned in Sachsenhausen and Dachau 
concentration camps 


Introduction 

1. ‘As a target of racism and a victim 
of the Holocaust, the Jewish community 
uniquely appreciates the importance of 
being vigilant in the fight against racism 
and all forms of discrimination. Canadian 
Jewish Congress (“Congress”) views the 
issues raised in this case not only as issues 
pertaining to gays and lesbians, but also as 
human rights issues relevant to all 
minorities and all Canadians. Congress 
understands that tolerance of diversity must 
be a goal for all Canadians. Congress 
recognizes that it has an obligation to 
object wherever discrimination exists. 


2a Founded in 1919, Congress 
currently represents a community of 
approximately 350,000 Jewish Canadians. 
Virtually all organizations, congregations, 
societies, ideological groupings and other 
secular and religious bodies which have a 
Jewish heritage, including those in Alberta, 
participate in Congress. 


3: Historically, Jews and gay persons 
have frequently been the targets of 
discrimination at the same time and from 
the same sources. In Christianity, Social 
Toler sexuality: Gay People 
in Western Europe from the Beginning of 
be Christian E be F. AC 
(Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 1980) (Interveners’ Authorities (in 
support of Appeal)) John Boswell noted 
that: 


Most societies ... which freely tolerate 
religious diversity also accept sexual 
variation, and the fate of Jews and gay 
people has been almost identical 
throughout European history, from early 
Christian hostility to extermination in 
concentration camps. The same laws which 
oppressed Jews oppressed gay people; the 
same groups bent on eliminating Jews 
tried to wipe out homosexuality; the same 
periods of European History which could 
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not make room for Jewish distinctiveness 
reacted violently against sexual 
nonconformity; the same countries which 
insisted on religious uniformity imposed 
majority standards of sexual conduct; and 
even the same methods of propaganda were 
used against Jews and gay people - picturing 
them as animals bent on the destruction of 
the children of the majority. 


4. This shared history of persecution 
was also noted-by Professor Richard Posner: 
“.. Statutes that criminalize homosexual 
behaviour express an irrational fear and 
loathing of a group that has been subjected to 
discrimination much like that directed against 
the Jews, with whom indeed homosexuals - 
who, like Jews, are despised more for what 
they are than what they do - were frequently 
bracketed in medieval persecutions.” 


5. During the period of the Holocaust, 
when over six million Jews perished in 
history’s most extreme example of state- 
sanctioned and administered racial 
persecution, homosexuals were also the 
targets of discrimination in Nazi Germany. 
Homosexuals were vilified, imprisoned, 
tortured in concentration and labour camps, 
and used for “medical” experiments by a 
regime resolved to eliminate them. Sexual 
relations between Jews and Germans were 
outlawed by the infamous “Nuremberg 
Laws,” punishable by death, and sexual 
relations between males were outlawed by 
Paragraph 175 of the Criminal Code, often 
leading to confinement in concentration 
camps. As Jews were identified by their Nazi 
persecutors with yellow Stars of David, 
homosexual prisoners of concentration camps 
were stigmatized with pink triangles. 


6. During the period of the Holocaust, 
the courts in Germany abandoned all concept 
of constitutionalism and became “servants 
of the state” and extended the laws of National 
Socialism further than even the law makers 
could express in words themselves. 


i Since the Holocaust, significant 
strides have been taken in Canada towards 
greater tolerance and protection of minorities 
with the passage of federal and provincial 
human rights legislation and the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and the 
Jewish community has benefited from this 
progress. The Jewish community of Canada 
has frequently invoked the Charter and 
human rights acts to combat racism and 
bigotry aimed against it and its members. 
Congress appreciates the importance of such 
legislation in protecting the interests of 
minorities in a democratic society. Despite 
this progress, Congress recognizes that it 
cannot be complacent in its role as an advocate 
for human rights while the rights of any 
minority, particularly a minority which has 
shared its experiences of intolerance, remain 


unprotected. Therefore, Congress has chosen 
to intervene in this case. 


In our democratic society, every individual 
is recognized as important and deserving of 
respect. Each individual is unique and 
distinct. Because of the uniqueness of 
individuals, their tastes will vary infinitely 
from matters as prosaic as food and clothing 
to matters as fundamental as religious belief. 
Religious belief and the form of worship are 
personal characteristics. These 
characteristics may seem extremely peculiar 
and vastly perplexing to the majority Yet, so 
long as the form of worship is not unlawful, 
itmustnot only be tolerated but also protected 
by the Charter. Similarly, individuals, 
because of their uniqueness, are bound to 
vary in those personal characteristics which 
may be manifested by theirsexual preferences 
whether heterosexual or homosexual. So 
long as those preferences do not infringe any 
laws, they should be tolerated. In its attempt 
to prohibit discrimination, the Charter seeks 
to reinforce the concept thatall human beings, 
however different they may appear to be to 
the majority, are all equally deserving of 
concern, respect and consideration. 


14. “Discrimination” was defined by 
McIntyre J. in Andrews v. Law Society of 
British Columbia, as follows: 


...1 would say then that discrimination may 
be described as a distinction, whether 
intentional or not but based on grounds 
relating to personal characteristics of the 
individual or group, which has the effect of 
imposing burdens, obligations, or 
disadvantages on such individual or group 
not imposed upon others, or which withholds 
or limits access to opportunities, benefits, 
and advantages available to other members 
of society. Distinctions based on personal 
characteristics attributed to an individual 
solely on the basis of association with a 
group will rarely escape the charge of 
discrimination, while those based on an 
individual’s merits and capacities will rarely 
be so classed. 


15. Recognition under human rights 
legislation as being worthy of protection not 
only grants members of the recognized group 
“access to (the) opportunities, benefits, and 
advantages” provided by the remedial 
provisions of the legislation but as 
importantly, as Cory J. recognized in Egan 
(Appellant’s Authorities, TAB 64) at 594: 


17. If the doors that have been closed to 
minorities in the past are opened only 
partially to allow some minorities in, then 
those who have opened the doors have 
perpetuated the discrimination against those 
left on the outside. While the Jewish 
community obviously benefits from the 
protection afforded by the enumerated 
grounds of race and religion, it is 
uncomfortable for the Jewish community to 
be “distinguished” by being granted 
protection from discrimination while others 
who have shared experiences of victimization 
are not. If Jews can not enter through those 
doors, shoulder to shoulder with other 
minorities who have suffered with them, but 
instead are required to leave others behind, 
then can Jews, in good conscience, enter at 
all? 


18. The Jewish Community includes gay 
and lesbian Jews. It is cold comfort for those 
gay and lesbian Jews that discrimination on 
the basis of their religion is prohibited while 
discrimination on the basis of their sexual 
orientation is not. Jewish gays and lesbians 
who are the subject of discrimination and 
seek relief under the IRPA would be required 
to prove that the discrimination was aimed 


not at their sexual orientation but at their 
religion, requiring that they emphasize 
one of their personal characteristics to the 
exclusion of another. 


b) The deliberate exclusion of sexual 
the part of the Alberta Legislature 

19. Congress submits that it is not 
possible to be neutral respecting issues of 
human dignity. In 1985, in an address to 
President Ronald Reagan, author and 
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel said: 


Forty years ago, a young man awoke, and 
he found himself an orphan in an orphaned 
world. What have I learned in the last 
forty years? Small things. I learned the 
perils of language and those of silence. I 
learned that in extreme situations when 
human lives and dignity are at stake, 
neutrality is a sin. It helps the killers, not 
the victims. I learned the meaning of 
solitude, Mr. President. We were alone, 
desperately alone. 


I have learned that the Holocaust was a 
unique and uniquely Jewish event, albeit 
with universal implications. Notall victims 
were Jews. But all Jews were victims. I 
have learned the danger of indifference, 
the crime of indifference. For the opposite 
of love, I have learned, is not hate, but 
indifference. Jews were killed by the 
enemy but betrayed by their so-called allies, 
who found political reasons to justify their 
indifference or passivity. 


20. “Neutral” is defined as “not aligned 
with, supporting, or favouring either side 
in a ..dispute” (Canadian Dictionary of 
the English Language (Scarborough: 
Thomson Canada Limited, 1997) at 921). 
This dispute is about whether or not to 
extend protection against discrimination 
to gays and lesbians, in light of widely 
recognized historic and current 
discrimination. Alberta concedes that a 
deliberate choice has been made not to do 
so. Inthe context of this dispute, Alberta's 
decision can not be described as “neutral.” 


The moral issue raised by this case 


is equality, not homosexuality 
23. Congress agrees that this case raises 


a serious moral question, but disagrees 
with the way in which the moral question 
has been framed by Alberta and McClung 
J.A. “Moral” is defined as being “of or 
concerned with the judgement of the 
goodness or badness of human action and 
character” (Canadian Dictionary of the 
English Language, supra at 889). The 
moral issue raised by this case is not about 
homosexuality - itis aboutequality. Neither 
the legislature nor the court (or Congress) 
is required to judge the goodness or badness 
of homosexuality in considering this 
matter, just as when protection was 
extended on the basis of race and religion, 
no judgement about the goodness or 
badness of Judaism was required. That 
which is to be judged, as good or bad, is 
equality. Is it good or bad to treat all 
human beings with equal concern, respect 
and consideration? Congress submits that 
treating all human beings with equal 
concern, respect and consideration is a 
moral as well as a legal imperative. 


24. Alberta has deliberately chosen to 
deny homosexuals protection from 
discrimination while affording such 
protection to other minorities. It has 
distinguished between homosexuality and 
other personal characteristics worthy of 
protection. According to McClung J.A., 


Continued on page 20 
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A Voice From GLCCE 
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By Fred Dicker 


Things are changing at the Centre. 
We have anew and very professional 
office look. Thanks to the generous 
contribution of a business member 
of the community, we have uniform 
commercial shelving throughout the 
Centre, with some to spare. Another 
generous donor has contributed a 
full size boardroom table. This 
business support is allowing the 
Board to provide better services to 
the community. 


Our peer-counselling course is 
underway with 16 candidates 
enrolled. In the new year we can all 
look forward to the enthusiasm of 
these new volunteer peer counsellors. 
There are already a few names on the 
waiting list for the next counselling 
course. If you are interested in 
volunteering at the Centre give use a 
call. 


“The Youth Group” which has 
replaced the now defunct Pink 
Triangle Youth Group is meeting 
every Saturday from 8 PM to 10 PM 
at the Centre. At the request of the 
Board, “Youthquest” from 
Vancouver is sending representatives 
to Edmonton in December to help us 
in completing this re-organization. 
Our goal is to have an independent, 
youth governed organization to serve 


~ the needs and wants of our 


community's youth. The attendance 
of youth on Saturday nights has been 
very good. 


The Gay Men’s Outreach Crew workshop 
called “Being Gay in the ~90’s” is happening 
now and is going well. More workshops, 
involving acommitment of 8 weeks will occur 
in the new year but exact dates have not been 
set. The open drop-in program, “Talking 
Together’, for gay and bisexual men for support 
and to improve self-esteem happens each 
Sunday at 7 PM at the Centre. 


A similar outreach program for women is also 
happening at the Centre. There will be another 
workshop in the new year and there is a 
possibility of a drop-in program for women as 
well. Do call the Centre or Womonspace to 
express your interest. 


Our Wednesday night movie program with 
community themed movies donated by Lyon’s 
Empire has been operating since October and 
will continue throughout the winter. The 
coffee is always on, but bring yourown popcorn. 


Dec 3 - Common Threads tells the story of five 
people, from various walks of life, who shared 
a common fate - they had AIDS. 


Dec 10 - Torch Song Trilogy chronicles a 
New Yorker’s search for love, respect and 
tradition in a world that seems not especially 
made for him. Stars Brian Kerwin and Mathew 
Broderick. 


Dec 17 - Deserts Hearts = It's 

college professor (Helen Shaver) arrives in 
Reno for a quickie divorce and gambles with 
her heart on a different kind of love. 


Jan 7 - Carberat brings 1931 Berlin to life 


The Other Place 


#4 5579-47 Street 
Red Deer 


Open Tues - Sun at 4pm 


Fun Plans for The 
New Years Eve 
Party 


inside and outside the Kit Kat Club. Brutal 
Nazi forces change many of the their lives. 
Star-studded casting makes this Broadway 
play work on film. 


Jan 14 - At Home with Claude - One hot 
summer night a young student is brutally 
murdered. This film receates the soul stripping 
final hours of police interrogation with a male 
prostitute. 


Jan 21 - Outcasts - Discovered during sex by a 
watchman, young Ah Ching is beaten and 
expelled from home by his violent, abusive 
father. Winner of many foreign film awards. 


Jan 28 - Whoopi Goldberg, Mary-Louise Parker 
and Drew Barrymore join forces in this winning 
celebration. Each has secrets to reveal, strengths 
to impart, vital moments of self-discovery 
waiting. 


Feb 4 - La Cage aux Folles Il - When Albin 
feels his attractiveness to Renato is waning, he 
sets out to make him jealous. Things goslightly 


wrong and he tales you for a laugh a minute. 


Lesbian and Gay Immigration Task Force 
(LEGIT) from Vancouver is coming to conduct 
a day long information and organizational 
seminar at the Centre on Saturday January 10, 
1998. For more information phone LEGIT at 
(604) 876-5684 or contact the Centre. 


Our Web page has received a lot of 
attention and is getting to be a much 
more complete source of information 
about our community. We need 
everyone’s help to keep this page current. 
Our newsletter has not been kept up in 
the last few months but look for one early 
in the new year. 


We are busy and things are happening at 
the Centre. Do become a member or re- 
new your membership to help the Centre. 
We need more volunteers to spread the 
work load. Please contactus if you would 
like to volunteer as a host, or if you used 
to peer counsel in the past and would like 
to return. A very important way to help 
us to participate in our Centre Renter 
program for those who believe in the 
Centre but do not have the time but can 
donate a lump sum or on a monthly basis 
to help pay the rent. This will allow 
volunteers time and energy to be devoted 
to programs instead of fund raising. 


Office hours are 7 PM to 10 PM, 
Monday through 

Friday. Telephone 488-3234 
Email - 

gicce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Web page - 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/ 
glicce/ 


ParseNip Ress 


Writing, Editing, Publishing 


Heather Marshall 
Debbie Culbertson 
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http://www.compusmart.ab.ca/orlando 
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Excellent selection of Lesbian & Gay titles 
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its decision was made after “weighing the competing 
social and political concerns and values behind it” 
(Case at 267). McClung J.A. identifies the one side 
of the debate as promoting “core Canadian values” 
(Case at 255) and protecting “family and societal 
values” (Case at 261) (the “good” side) and the other 
side as weakening those values which is “for many 
people in Western societies, and most others, ... a 
moral enormity” (Case at 247) (the “bad” side). 
Congress submits that McClung J.A. has not 
accurately described the competing concerns and 
values. Congress submits that the social and political 
concerns and values arguing in favour of including 
“sexual orientation” as a prohibited ground are 
tolerance and equality, and therefore the competing 
concerns and values must be intolerance and 
inequality, and these are not values or interests 
deserving of legislative consideration. 


25. Framing the moral question as 
“homosexuality” requires members of the gay and 
lesbian community to prove their moral worth to the 
majority before their human dignity is recognized. 
Recognition of their human dignity will then be 
contingent upon convincing the majority of the 
“goodness” of homosexuality. This approach blames 
the victims of discrimination. Such approach is 
evident in McClung J.A.’s suggestion that 
discrimination against members of the homosexual 
community may depend upon whether those members 
are “strident or stolid” (Case at 249). This suggestion 
is ominously reminiscent of allegations that the 
failure of Jews to assimilate, their “financial power,” 
their “domineering,” “pushy” personalities and their 
tendency to “stick together,” invite antisemitism. It 
is fallacious to suggest that before a persecuted 
minority may obtain protection from discrimination 
it must convince the perpetrators of discrimination 
that the discrimination is baseless. 


26. Alberta defends its decision not to include 
sexual orientation as an enumerated ground as an 
expression of political will. Canadians have chosen 
not to leave issues of fundamental human dignity to 
be determined on an ad hoc basis by political will. 
The political will on this issue - equality - has 
already been expressed in s.15(1) of the Charter. It 
is not difficult for Congress to substitute “gays and 
lesbians” with “Jews” in this debate. It would be 
naive and dangerous for Congress not to recognize 
that in a different political climate, it may be the 
practice of Judaism which could be described as 
“controversial” or as “abhorrent, even threatening” 
oran “alternative lifestyle” (Case at 247 per McClung 
J.A.). Congress takes comfort in the fact that the 
protection afforded to Jews to practice their religion 
in this country is not dependent upon the changing 
tides of political will. McIntyre J. in Andrews 
(Appellant’s Authorities TAB 67 at 171) recognized 
the importance of the security provided to minorities 
by constitutional guarantees of equality. By 
enshrining certain fundamental rights in the 
constitution, Canadians have said the lifeblood of 
those rights is not dependent upon “tomorrow's 
ballot box.” The experience in Germany between 
1933 and 1945 is testament to the fact that a 
constitution is an appropriate and necessary restraint 
on political will and that the Court has a critical role 
to serve as the “guardian” of the constitution and 
thereby the “guardian” of minority interests. 


27. Congress believes that when the Charter is 
invoked to protect the fundamental rights of one 
minority, all Canadians benefit. The fact that 
“constituencies” like the Jewish community have 
been required to “conscript” the Charter, means 
only that there still exists a considerable “barrage” 
of antisemitic and otherwise discriminatory speech 
and conduct in our society. The battle for the 
eradication of intolerance in our society is naturally 
led by those who suffer from such intolerance, but 
everyone benefits from their efforts. Their “special 
interest” is not merely the furtherance of the interests 
of their own constituencies, but the furtherance of 
equality for all citizens. 

(editor's note: This text has been edited from a 
22 page document which you can find on our 
pees Site http://www.times10.org) 


Public Schools 
Like Christian 
Charter 
Schools? 


By Jackie Dumas 


My recent involvement in a support group for 
lesbian and gay youth has led me to ponder the isolation 
that many of these children experience. It’s hard enough 
for a heterosexual teenager to develop a sense of self- 
worth, but gay students encounter an ongoing barrage of 
negative and demeaning images from media, other 
students and even teacher - images which are based on 
stereotypes of what homosexuality is and means. 
Everyone is affected. Heterosexual students have gay 
parents, gay siblings, and gay teachers, most of whom are 
invisible in the system. School libraries often carry 
homophobic magazines like Alberta Report, but few, if 
any, books for gays, let alone a mainstream publication 
like The Advocate. History, social studies classes, 
English, sex education - all assume heterosexuality. When 
youth from racial minorities encounter racism, they can 
usually go home and receive support. But home can be the 
least safe place for gay youth, and a disproportionate 
number of them drop out of school and end up on the 
street. Suicide is the leading cause of death for sexual 
minority youth - 30% of completed teenage suicides are by 
gay youth. 


So when students from Strathcona Composite High 
School approached me and asked if | would place an ad in 
their newspaper, I obliged with the facing ad, wishing to 
advise youth that our store. is.a.gay-positive space-where 
they can get information and books that relect a positive 
image. 


A few days later, the editor of the paper called to 
say that there was problem with the ad. Was it the wrong 
size? No, she said, the problem was the line about gay 
youth. She offered to run the ad with line deleted. 
Absolutely not, I said. A short time later, the faculty 
advisor to the student newspaper called and said that the 
problem was that the newspaper goes out to all students 
and their parents. I sfill didn’t understand what the 
problem was. It’s school policy, he said. The ad is not 
inclusive - it does not include heterosexual students. I 
asked him to send me a letter outlining this policy, but he 
said that only the school administration could do so. He 
offered to run the ad for free if I deleted the offending 
phrase. What is this teacher teaching his students? | 
wondered. 


The next day, I spoke with the principal, who 
reiterated that the ad would no be run because of school 
policy. He also refused to outline in a letter what this 
policy is, and said it was actually his “personal decision” 
not to run the ad. 


What is I had advertised “Books for children”, 
thereby excluding adults, or “Religious books for all 
faiths”, thereby excluding non-religious people, or 
“Princess Di books”, thereby excluding most of the people 
that I know? More and more, the word “equality” is being 
used when “sameness” is what is meant. “Sameness” 
usually means white, heterosexual, middle class, and often 
male. Doesn’t the public school system have a mandate to 
accept diversity and to make the hallways safe for all its 
students? 


It seemed somehow fitting that as | approached the 
school to retrieve my ad, the word FAG was scratched out 
in the door at eye level. A homophobic environment is 
hurtful to all, no matter what the individual sexual 
orientation or family makeup is. 


Canadian Gala 
Choruses 


Edmonton Alberta 


Nearly four hundred people have pre-registered to 
participate in the Canadian GALA Choruses: 
Festival °98. The Festival, will see nearly 20 
lesbigay choruses from across Canada converging 
onEdmonton during the Victoria Day long weekend 
in May (May 15 - 18) to perform in three concerts 
at Edmonton’s new Francis Winspear Centre for 
Music. 


Choruses whohave registered to participate include: 
A Vancouver Women’s Chorus, Bridge City 
Chorus (Saskatoon), Calgary Men’s Chorus, 
Edmonton Vocal Minority, Forte Men’s Chorus 
(Toronto), Musaic (Victoria), Ottawa Gay Men’s 
Chorus, Prairie Singers (Calgary), Sapphic Song 
Weavers (Vancouver), Singing Out! (Toronto), 
The Women Next Door (Halifax), Vancouver 
Lesbian and Gay Choir, and the Vancouver Men’s 
Chorus. 


In addition to the above choruses, individuals who 
are not members of choruses are registering for the 
festival, and will be performing in the Festival 
Men’s Chorus, Mixed Chorus or Women’s Chorus. 
These combined choruses will be performing with 
conductors Paula Roberts, Trent Worthington and 
David Garber at the Festival Finale in Edmonton’ s 
City Hall on May 18. 


Guest Artists and Guest Speakers for Festival ’98 
include singer/songwriters David Sereda and 
Heather Bishop, choreographer/dancer Brian 
Webb, playwright Brad Faser, and NDP Member 
of Parliament Svend Robinson. These prominent 
Canadians will be performing or speaking 
throughout the festival during the concerts, the 
Festival Brunch, or at the Festival Banquet & 
Dance. 


Even though Festival °98 is being organized by 
Edmonton Vocal Minority, lesbigay organizations 
and individuals are asked to assist in organizing, 
producing and hosting the even. Festival ’98 will 
be of great significance to the Canadian lesbigay 
community, bringing much positive publicity to 
the cause of gay rights and going a long way to 
building bridges between all people. 


To register for Festival °98, purchase tickets or 
volunteer to help in organizing the festival, contact 
David Garber (Artistic Director), E-Mail: 
evm @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca: Phone: (403) 988- 
4620; Fax (403) 425-8543; Address: P.O. Box 
12091, Main Post Office, Edmonton, Alberta TSJ 
3L2 


Please support 
the people who 


make Times .10 
possible 


Dancing, 
Acting and 
Making 
Magic 


By Heather Marshall 


Each year around this time Albertans are treated to a 
lavish gift of rich brocades, silk and taffeta, fierce mice, 
sparkling snowflakes, a magical uncle, a girl named 
Clara and her Nutcracker Prince. All these move from 
stately parlor to snow-lit forest to ethereal kingdom, to 
the strains of Tchaikovsky's The Nutcracker. Once 
again Alberta Ballet unwraps this treat with performances 
December 10 - 14th. Using eleven of its own dancers, 
and 66 local children to dance the parts of party children, 
shaggy sheep and other enchanted characters, the story 
could not happen without the enchanting powers of 
Clara’s uncle, Herr Drosselmeier. And it is up to Walter 
Wittich to dance this part for us, portraying a worldly 
gentleman who presents his niece Clara with the 
beautifully crafted Nuteracker doll, then magically 
transforms the story into a glistening spectacle of fantasy. 


The German-born and educated Wittich has worked in 
musical theatre in Europe, and since coming to Canada 
in 1991 has performed across Canada in a varicty of 
dance theatres. He has spent the past four seasons with 
Alberta Ballet. He now makes Calgary his home, sharing 
the dance season between Calgary and Edmonton. 


Ballet buffs may recall Wittich’s performance in The 
Nutcracker last year; he also performed in the Mozart 
Requiem last spring, and has been scen doing Karl 
Orff’ s Carmina Burana. He will also be performing in 
Romeo and Juliet in the coming spring. 


"Sohow is! 


For Wittich, working with the children in The Nutcracker 
provides him with the greatest satisfaction. “These kids would 
kill to be in the show,” he says. “For many of them this is their 
first time in theatre, and they give itall they have.” No two shows 
are the same for Wittich and the kids; for him each performance 
is like being a boy scout leader and his troupe (sic) out on another 
adventure. 


Wittich’s biggest adventure on stage occurred last year on 
opening night in Calgary. The Christmas tree, which is supposed 
to be a 
magnificent 
sight as it gets 
larger and 
brighter 
accidentally 
caught on fire. 
Wittich, in his 
twelve foot 
long cape, had 
toimprovise for 
what to him 
was an eternal 
fifteen to 
twenty seconds 
until the stage 
hands were 
able to 
extinguish the 
fire. The entire 
time, the kids 
who were 
supposed to 
come on 
refused to do 
SG<— In 8 
situation like that, you re-invent!” laughs Wittich. 


Wittich’s training is not in ballet, but in musical theatre. The 
Nutcracker suits him well because “I can dance. I can act, and 
I can do magic.” he says. Because he is the only German in the 
show, Wittich tends to “go for European drama.” He likes to do 
Drosselmeier as a bit of the insane artist, sort of Strauss-like, he 
says. “This time I’m using my own hair, which is something 
you’ ve gol to see.” 
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considers himself to be very lucky; ‘There are few professions 
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-Hand Washing Floors 


MUSCLE MAID 
CLEANING SERVICES 


440-3258 


({ \eomontow S STRONGEST MAID | 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 


@dance profession? Willich” just BE. December 10 - 14th at 7: 


where orientation is not an issue. The life of the artist is a bit on 
the edge, a bit unpredictable and therefore there are certain 
freedoms.” says Wittich. “We give each other the liberty of 
being who or what we are.” 


According to Wittich, some people see him as the stereotypical 
gay dancer, and he says he could ride that stereotype, but 
chooses not to. “People project a certain kind of physicality on 
dancers, a physicality others use only in sex. We are therefore 
seen as sluts; that is the biggest lic. We are people just like 
anyone else.” 


There are no more or less gay people in the dance community 
than there arc in the rest of society, says Wittich. However AIDS 
is having a huge effect on the dance profession. “We are dying 
as much as anyone else,” he says. “The thing is, AIDS affects 
our bodies. You can’t dance when you are sick. AIDS is killing 
our profession.” 


Wittich is involved with AIDS Saskatoon, and is helping out 
witha Celebrity Auction, Bid For Life, on January 3 !st.“We'll 
be auctioning off autographed items from people like Madonna 
to Elton John.” he says. “This is something that I can do 
personally.” 


Wittich is also concerned that being gay be something that is 
If you don’t like who you are, other people 
won't like you either. This applies to being gay as well as to 
being a dancer. If I don’t like the dance, others won t pay to see 
it.” He will only be satisfied when no one talks about being gay 
any more. 


seen as “normal”. * 


Wittich and his partner, who are presently “doing the long- 
distance relationship thing”, will celebrate their second 
anniversary around the time that you read this. They too have 
had to find a kind of diplomacy that they can live with. Because 
of job and position, it is not possible for Wittich to tell us more 
than that about the man he loves. A rather sad state, given that 
Wittich himself is so free to be who he is in his profession. 


“All of us need to decide how we can make it better on a daily 
basis.” says Wittich. “We need to do to others what we expect 
from them. I like that T-shirt that says ‘We haven’t come a long 
way, and don’t call me baby.’ But after all this, just BE.” 


As for Herr Drosselmeier, you can watch him do his magic, and 
30 PM or December 13 & 14 
at 2:00 PM, at the Jubilee Auditorium. This is a Christmas treat 
that even the most seasoned ballet-goer will not want to miss! 


WANT HELP PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER ? 


Massiah Counselling Services 


Winter /Spring Program 1998 


FOR LESBIGAY COMMUNITY MEMBERS 


SERVICE 


COUPLES TALK 


a workshop series for couples 


V 3 Saturdays in Feb/March 98 


V communication 
V_ fighting fair 

V love isaverb 

V negotiating sex 
V Having fun 


CALL FOR DATES, COSTS, LOCATION 


V 


V SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL’ 


V friends, family, foes, abuse, depression, anxiety, spacing out 
V ONGOING THERAPY GROUP FOR GAY MEN 
V MONDAY EVENINGS, 2 1/2 HOURS 


V STARTS JAN 19, 1998 
V $30.00 SESSION 


-Vacuuming Floor & Carpet -Window Cleaning 
Areas Throughout Cleaning Oven & Fridge 
-General Tidying Up Spring Cleaning 
-Dusting Throughout -Move Ins / Outs v 


-Bed making 
Cleaning Of All Appliance 
Surfaces 


ALL MUSCLE MAID EMPOYEES ARE FULLY BONDED & INSURED 


-Yard & Garage Clean Ups 
-Lawa Care 


YOU, ME , US AND THE KID(S) 
VY SUPPORT GROUP FOR LESBIGAY FAMILIES RAISING KIDS 


V SHARE COPING TIPS 


VY LEARN PARENTING SKILLS 
EVERY 2 WEEKS, STARTS JAN. 98 


Vv SLIDING FEE SCALE 


ALL FACILITATORS ARE PROFESSIONAL THERAPISTS 


ALL ARE LESBIGAY 


SPACE IS LIMITED, CALL FOR DETAILS 
LIZ MASSIAH, MSW, RSW 


CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER 


1-403-910-3050 


Homophobic 
Gay 
Friendly 
Business 


By Bob Mills 


Do your run or own a “homophobic gay 
friendly business”? Donut be surprised 
if you do. However, you can make a 
change and a difference to our gay 
community. 


Dictionaries define Homophobia as: 
Aversion to gay or homosexual people 
or their lifestyle or culture. Behaviour or 
an act based on this aversion (The 
American Heritage Dictionary of the 
English Language, 3rd ed.,) 


Irrational fear of, aversion to, or 
discrimination against homosexuality 
or homosexuals., (Merriam-Webster’s 
Collegiate Dictionary, 10th ed.) 


unreasoning fear of or antipathy toward 
homosexuals and homosexuality. 
(Random House/Webster’s Online 
Dictionary) 


Making reference to the strict dictionary 
definitions, businesses that may have 
gay owners do not automatically fall 
into the “gay friendly” category because 
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they let you eat there, drink and pay for their 
beverages, or use and consume their services. 
There are gay businesses in Edmonton that 
obviously do not accept their gay clientele for 
their lifestyle or culture, but only for theit 
money. The owners exhibit an irrational feat 
of homosexuality. When approached, these 
“oay friendly” business owners have an 
unreasoning fear of or antipathy toward 
homosexuals and 
Edmonton’s gay society must challenge 


homosexuality 


“homophobic gay friendly businesses” or must 
stop supporting them. 


Part of the gay lifestyle and the gay culture is 
gay reading material, gay symbols and the 
freedom to express ones sexuality - just as 
heterosexuals may express public affections. 
The so called “gay friendly” business that 
love to take your money must support your 
lifestyle if they are to be categorized as “gay 
friendly, non-homophobic” establishments.. 


Some gay people look gay to anyone not only 
gay experienced people. This is part of the 
outing ceremony and culture of the gay 
lifestyle. Some gay people make a statement, 
and for that reason should not be shunned by 
the “gay Friendly” businesses in our 
community. Too often I have heard, “we are 
gay friendly here, we just don’t want some 
screaming faggots or drag queens scaring 
away our customers”. This establishment 
sounds like it is a “homophobic gay friendly 
business” to me. 


There are many gay friendly coffee houses in 
Edmonton. These businesses offer a quiet 
and passive atmosphere to heterosexual 
customers and to homosexual customers. 
There is usually a mix of clientele. Naturally, 
coffeehouses offer reading material of various 
types. The businesses that offer just the 
Journal, The Sun or various City entertainment 


magazines, yet have no gay reading material 
available are far from being gay friendly. 
Certainly pornography is unacceptable for 
any coffee house business. However, to not 
include local gay information newsletters 
or broad area gay reading materials is fat 
from gay friendly. I have heard a gay 
friendly business owner state (in defense of 
not carrying gay reading materials) “we 
have straights too and they don’t need to see 
this stuff.” This is another “homophobic 
gay friendly business”. 


I have also heard gay 
, as 6 ‘ 
owners say, “ Well, lam 
not putting nudity on my 
shelves, those 1-900 ads 
show nudity and that is 
going to chase away my 
: a 
straight customers’. this 
sounds like an act based on a unfounded 
aversion to me. Where are the many 
brochures and information leaflets from 
the gay community including the PFLAG 
newsletters, the Times 10 publications, the 
Perspectives newsletters and the like? How 
are these in any way offensive to the normal 
human being - straight or otherwise. If 
these gay friendly businesses do not include 
basic gay culture information from and 
about the gay life in our area, then they 


should be branded a “homophobic gay 
friendly business”. 


Gay friendly businesses should exchange 
information with other gay businesses freely 
and without restriction. We have our own 
lifestyle and culture to promote and preserve 


and one of the purposes of owning.and. 


a Advertising a8 4 Oy friendly business is to 
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provide an outlet to the gay culture. Taking 
part in this process is part of being a gay 
business. Just because you decorate your 
premises to look trendy, does not mean you 
are then a gay business. Gay friendly 
businesses should include all or most of the 
friendly gay things representative of gay 
lifestyle and culture. If these basic things 
are deemed offensive to straight or gay 
clientele - it is there homophobic problem 
to deal with not the business owners 
responsibility to protect the straight 
clientele. 


I have been in gay businesses that claim 
that gays should not have the right to 
display their sexuality in public. By giving 
one’s lover a peck on the cheek when you 
first meet him at the establishment or by 
sitting next to him rather than across the 
table is not flaunting one’s sexuality. I have 
been in a coffee house where the owners, 
supposedly gay friendly and not 
homophobic, would ask you to refrain from 
public displays of affection, but only if you 
are gay. The straights can continue hugging, 
touching and even siting on one another's 
laps - so long as it is opposite sex partners. 
The very nature of having double 
standards by business owners cries out for 
a libel as a “homophobic gay friendly 
business”. 


Why should I only hold my partner’s hand 
in the dark corners of a gay men’s bar where 
gay public displays of affection mean 
nothing to anyone onlookers. Though many 
say gay and lesbian public display of 
affection is and should remain a private 
matter, such a reference belittles the impact 
that sexual orientation has on the social, 
economic, and intellectual aspects of our 
society. It is a simplification often used to 


limit the rights of gay and lesbian 
individuals, and to limit their ability 
to fight for those rights with pride. If 
you are a gay owned business with 
restrictions for gay clientele, then 
you are a “homophobic gay friendly 
business” 


As gay or lesbian human beings, we 
are sexual beings just like our straight 
counterparts. We have a culture all 
our own. If we are gay we still have 
the need and desire to connect with 
other gay people not just in the bar 
scene. If we are gay, we want and 
need to support and endorse gay 
friendly, gay owned business and we 
should support and promote our own 
culture and lifestyle while doing so. 


If Edmonton is open for business, it 
needs to recognize and accept out 
gay population, its lifestyle and 
culture for what it is. Our gay 
businesses must take an active role in 
allowing heterosexual society 
members to see the normalcy of our 
culture and lifestyle. Whatever is 
socially acceptable in straight culture 
as expressions of sexuality and 
affection must be equally and fully 
acceptable to our Edmonton gay 
businesses when dealing with its gay 
clientele. 


We have our own reading materials, 
newsletters and newspapers, 
brochures and periodicals that pertain 
to our lives and culture. Our gay 
friendly business establishments have 
a responsibility to make. available 
our reading material without having 


these hidden or not including them at “%s 


all in case the wrong straight person 
picks itup, reads itandis subsequently — 
offended by what he reads or sees. 
Our culture and lifestyle is expressed 
in similar and different ways to 
straight culture and should be out 
there to desensitize the heterosexual 
world to who we really are. 
Heterosexuals don’t need to defend 
their actions but homosexuals do, 
including the extreme cases. 


Gay people often must hide their true 
identity at work and in many public 
places, gay friendly businesses should 
not be part of this facade - but instead 
should be endorsing a freedom offered 
to all its patrons without exception or 
warrant being labelled a 
“homophobic gay friendly business”. 


Gay people must stand up and 
challenge gay business owners on 
their homophobia. | recently did and 
the owner’s response was - “how 
could you insult me so? I am really 
hurt! I am not homophobic, I just 
make my own business choices! 
Besides most of my customers are 
straight”. 1 wonder why? 


We all must be cognizant of the 
words of Bette Midler when it comes 
to challenging our gay friendly 
business owners: 


“For Christ’s sake, what 
is wrong with you people, 
stand up and defend 
yourselves.” 


We need to first stand up and defend 
ourselves against our ownkind before 
we can tackle the “:real world”. 
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Commentary 


by Fred Dicker 


“Discrimination hinders coming out but coming out hinders 
discrimination” Every day,every member of ourcommunity 
struggles with being themselves and being treated with 
equality and dignity. Delwin Vriend has been in a very 
public struggle for himself and for all of us. On November 
4, Delwin took our case to the Supreme Court of Canada. 
The court room drama made us all feel good, perhaps 
feeling we had won the day. However, we now have 6 to 12 
months to wait for the actual decision of the Court. The 
fight for equality rights in Alberta is far from done. 


We gain in our struggle one step and one person at a time. 
For the general public, it is easy to promote discrimination against us until they can 
actually put a face and name to who they are discriminating against. If every member 
of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community were totally out to everyone 
in their lives, then every Albertan would have many close and loving faces to see. 


I know many people who are out and have found it a very empowering experience. 
Many wish they had done it much sooner. The first and biggest step is to get past the 
fear of what might happen. Next, is to deal with what does happen when they come 
out. Most of the time, 

most people find their fears of what might happen were unfounded. 


Notall face such happy endings. But as more and more of us come out, the risks become 
smaller. For right now, one battlefront is the courtroom. The other is with our 
landlords, our employers, our neighbours, our friends and our families. Come out! 
Take the risk! These small victories will go a long way towards winning the battle of 
public opinion and making Alberta the best place for ALL its citizens 


Sincere thanks to Delwin Vriend, Ms. “T’, and to everyone willing to be visible in 


Alberta. Let's also encourage and support everyone who has yet to come out for those 


are the soldiers who will eventually win the battle for recognition and equality rights. 
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(403) 483-1572 

P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J-2K1 
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Health & Fitness 
Watch for the opening of Edmonton's newest Gay Business 
Tentative opening date February 1, 1998 
Men's Relaxation Spa (Bath House) 

THE BALL JOINT 


More info to follow 


BASICALLY F rT 
Sport Therapy - Personal Training - Exercise Presciption 
Contact Helen Poon for further information at 
Pager/V oicemail 497-6969 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its readers. Please keep letters 
as short as possible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as necessary. Letters 
must be signed and include the home address and telephone number of the 
writer. The writers name can be witheld if so requested. Publication of the 
name or photograph of any person or organization in articles or advertising 
in Times .10 is not to be construed as any indication of the sexual orientation 
of such person or oganization. All material in this publication is copyrighted 
and must not be reproduced without permission from Times .10. The only 
exception to the copyright is the material from National AIDS Clearing house 
which may be duplicated wtih appropriate credit given. 


Monday 


Rave DJ Jam open booth 
lounge - $1.50 hi-balls 8-11 pm 


Tuesday 
rock and country dancing late 


lounge - $1.50 tequilla 8 - 11 pm 


Wednesday 
Acid Jazz with 


Guest DJs 


$1.50 hi-balls 4- 1am 


Thursday 
Fetish & naked man 
Bingo show 10:30 
male stripper 11:30 


Friday 
Fright Nite show 10 pm 
4 - 10 $1.25 shooters 


Saturday 


Electric Avenue - Dress Wild 


visual performances & bar 
specials all nite 


Sunday 
Retro 80's Disco Dance 


Talent Show 10:30 pm 
Grand Prize $500.00 


doors 8pm sun to tues 
4 pm wed to sat 
ALL SEXUAL ADULT DISCO 
413-DISO 


WOT 
» (SA 


10045-109 STREET 


25+ RECOMMENDED 
DRESS CODE 


PH. 413- DISO 


Bel tocking 


| ruiseline’s 
Sturted: : CHRISTMAS 


S ad | al Two days only! 
. From 7am Mon Dec 8th 
to 10 pm Tues Dec 9th. 
3 hours for $33. 
plus GST. 
THAT’S 50% OFF 


OUR REGULAR ONE 
HOUR RATE. 


Available only by credit card 
payment by calling our Customer 
Service Centre at 


ei _ 413-7133 


or in person cash purchases 
at Lyon’s Empire and Orlando Books. 


CALL FOR DETAILS! 
Special offer to 
first time members: 
Get free bonus 
time when you 


join Cruiseline. 


AVAILABLE TO CREDIT CARD MEMBERSHIPS ONLY. 


Now get a membership 
without a credit card! 


Call Customer Service 
directly or call Cruiseline at 


413-7122 


and access the member services 
centre in the main menu to find out 
how to get instant credit. 


DESIGN: EMO STYLING: PAMELA HACKWELL 
PHOTOGRAPHY: JOHN VAN DER SCHILDEN 


Call free of charge from Customer Service Hotline Cash Memberships 
any of the following areas: 413-7133 or 1-800-268-9872 available in Edmonton at: 


Bill to your VISA or Lyon’s Empire 488-6915 
Mastercard or send us pay- 10121-124th St 


ment by cheque or money Orlando Books 432-/633 


order. Call for details. 10640 Whyte Ave (82nd St) wh atever 


you want 


